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 What Do the Newest 
Budget Cuts Mean? 

by Carol Calix 
 

 This fiscal year (July 2009-
June 2010) the Families Helping 
Families centers statewide had to 

trim their budgets due to state cuts. Unfortunately, more cuts 
are anticipated and indeed will happen mid-year, which is now—
right now.  So what does this mean to the FHF centers and 
even more important, what does this mean to the people that 
we serve? 
 Primarily this means that we have to reach out to you, 
the public, to help us raise funds in order to keep our services 
intact.  The services we provide are very unique in that we are 
parents helping other parents and individuals with disabilities.  
We are parents that have become knowledgeable about disabil-
ity services and special education laws.  We help families un-
derstand this different walk, how to survive the difficulties, 
and keep our families intact.  We help families understand 
which door to walk through to get the services that are 
needed.  We walk WITH a family, teach them, and empower 
them to sprout their wings and fly confidently into the realm 
of life with a disability.  We show them that the road is dif-
ferent, but not impossible. 
 FHF of SELA will be pursuing new grant opportunities in 
the near future and will pursue efforts to fund raise to re-
place funds lost through budget cuts.  If you have a specific 
talent to help us with this effort, please call me and let’s talk. 
If you have grant writing experience and are willing to donate 
your time, we could use your services.  We will work hard to 
ensure that we will not have to cut services to our families.  
We are open to ideas from you, the people that we work with 
and the people that we serve.  
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Here is a wonderful opportunity for parents to “get away”  for 
a weekend and spend time with other parents exploring the 

possibilities!  This conference is FREE! 
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Attention Parents, Teachers, School Administrators! 
 
 
 

Coming to New Orleans! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Registration is free for Louisiana parents and professionals working directly with the school sys-
tem. There is a $75 fee for out of state registrants and professionals not directly affiliated with 

the school system. 
 

Online registration will be available soon, or complete registration form on Page 27. 
 

Lunch will be provided.  
Registrants will also receive three books, which will be used at the conference:  

Wrightslaw: Special Education Law, 2nd Edition,  
Wrightslaw: From Emotions to Advocacy, 2nd Edition and  

Wrightslaw: All About IEPs. 
 

Credits: CEUs (continuing education units) will be available at the conference for an additional $9 
fee. CLE (continuing legal education) credits are pending and will be available at the conference 

for an additional $25 fee. 
Wrightslaw programs often fill up early - don't miss out! 

 

Co-Sponsored by: 

Special Education Law and Advocacy 
Conference 

with Pete Wright, Esq. 
July 29, 2010 
9 am—4:30 pm 

The program will be held at: 

LSU Health Sciences Center 
Medical Education Building 

1901 Perdido Street 
New Orleans, LA 70112 

Families Helping Families 
of Jefferson 

Louisiana Parent Training 
and Information Center 

Families Helping Families 
of Southeast Louisiana 



Page 5 

  

Louisiana Citizens for Action Now 
By Delery Rice 

LaCAN is approaching what may prove to be one of its most challeng-
ing Legislative years since its inception in 1988!  Now more than ever 
is the time to become involved.  Let your voice be heard!  Through 
the efforts of LaCAN, much progress is being made.  Our Legislators 

are hearing us!  So if you are already a member...take action by performing the 
actions in the LaCAN Action Alerts...and remember STEP 2!  Let me know that 
you took action by replying to the email so we can count you in when we speak di-
rectly to our Legislators. 
 
On November 4th our Region hosted its annual Legislative Round Table with the 
highest attendance of record in our Regions.  The discussion centered around the 
NOW Waiver crisis, the Pending Medicaid Crisis, and the Commission on Stream-
lining Government’s recent recommendations.  The LaCAN members in attendance 
overwhelmingly found the Round Table informative and productive.  
 
Moving forward, our Legislators need to continue to hear from us!  Legislative 
visits are presently being conducted and will continue throughout the remainder 
of 2009 and into early 2010.  Before you know it, it will be time again for our An-
nual Rally on the Capital Steps!  Our momentum is strong and growing and we need 
to keep up the great work!  I will leave you with a quote that ended our Round Ta-
ble presentation: 
 
“One person can make a difference.  Every person should try.”  - John F. Kennedy 
 
The 2010 Disability Rights Rally is tentatively scheduled for April 28, 2010.  
More information will be forthcoming in our Spring 2010 newsletter. 

FHF of SELA has funding available to help parents and self-
advocates attend conferences.  Please call Carol at 504-943-
0343.  Funds are provided by the Louisiana Developmental Disabili-
ties Council.  THESE FUNDS ARE LIMITED AND ARE PROVIDED 
ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVED BASIS. 

Volume 3, Issue 3 
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What Does the Access Guide Mean to Me as a Parent? 
By Donnica Conway-Strawder 

 
 Often time we see professional development and resources as the 
teacher training tool it is, but remember, parents are teachers too! We are 
the first teachers in our children’s lives. 

 For an easy to read, practical guide for teaching suggestions for your child, I would recommend 
“The Access Guide”. It keeps me connected to resources available to our children with special learning 
needs. As a parent I use some of the strategies to help my son with his homework and often share tips 
I’ve learned with other parents. 
 Some resources, like Tar Heel Reader, have become an instant hit with parents and children 
alike because they can create and edit their own audio books. It also helps to know that I’m supple-
menting at home what my child is learning at school. 
 I encourage all teachers and individuals who work with students of all learning styles to utilize 
this wonderful tool, but most of all I implore parents to use it too. 

The Access Guide can be found at http://sda.doe.louisiana.gov/AccessGuide/ 
For Further information on the Access Guide, call 1-877-453-2721 

Access Guide Training 

Back by popular demand for Parents and Educators- 
If you missed this training in our region, you have another opportunity to attend! 

 
Access Guide: Navigating for Success! This three hour session will provide an overview of the 
Access Guide, a web-based resource developed by the Louisiana Department of Education. The 
Access Guide provides resources for both educators and families to use in facilitating student 

access to the general education curriculum. The site addresses a wide spectrum of student 
needs and educator expertise, and the information provided is pertinent to the support of 
struggling learners, students with mild to very significant disabilities, as well as advanced 

learners.  
 

Participants in this session will learn how to navigate key sections of the website,  
and how the information can be used to support students. 

 
---Refreshments and snacks will be provided--- 

 
Date: Wednesday, January 27, 2010 

Time: 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
 

Location: East Bank Regional Library 4747 W. Napoleon Ave., Metairie 
 

Presenter: Kristina Braud, Mild/Moderate Supervisor, LA Dept. of Education 
Nanette Olivier, Significant Disabilities Supervisor, LA Dept. of Education 

 
To register, call: 504-888-9111 

The Deep South 
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Upcoming Louisiana-Youth Enhancement Services (LA-Y.E.S.) Activities 
 
Note:  LA-Y.E.S. will be moving to a new location- 3801 Canal St., Third Floor, New 
Orleans, LA 70119 
 
 
 

January 2010 
15: LA-Y.E.S. Consortium, Gretna Community Center, 10 am-12 pm 
21: LA-Y.E.S./St. Bernard Parish Council Meeting, 12:30-2 pm 
21: LA-Y.E.S. Family Support Group, 6:00-7:30 pm 
26: LA-Y.E.S./Orleans Parish Council Meeting, 12:30-2 pm 
 

February 2010 
9: LA-YES/Orleans Parish Council Meeting, 12:30-2 pm 
18: LA-Y.E.S./St. Bernard Parish Council Meeting, 12:30-2 pm 
18: LA-Y.E.S. Family Support Group, 6:30-7:30 pm 
12: LA-Y.E.S. Consortium, 10 am-12 pm 
 

March 2010 
6: Family Involvement Enhancement Project (FIEP) begins, 2:30-4:30 pm 
12: LA-Y.E.S. Consortium, 10 am-12 pm 
13: FIEP, 2:30-4:30 pm 
18: LA-Y.E.S./St. Bernard Parish Council Meeting, 12:30-2 pm 
18: LA-YES Family Support Group, 6:00-7:30 pm 

For more specific information and locations of meetings, contact: 
 
La'Keidra H. Mitchell, MPH 
Consortium Developer 
DHH/OMH 
Louisiana Youth Enhanced Services 
210 State St., Cottage 4 
New Orleans, LA 70118 
Office: 504-896-2662 
Fax: 504-896-2668 
LaKeidra.Hardeman@LA.GOV 

Needed: One Certified Public Accountant to serve on the Board of Directors of  
Families Helping Families of Southeast Louisiana 

 

As a non-profit agency we strive to be fiscally sound and financially transparent, using Generally Ac-
cepted Accounting Principles.  We need the help of a CPA that can serve on our board, head up our 
finance committee, and assist the entire board in understanding financial reports.  Our board meet-
ings are held quarterly.  It is anticipated that FHF of SELA would require approximately one hour of 
your attention a month to review our accounting records, assist us with proper entries and help with 
compiling reports for the board meetings.  If you are interested in serving the community in this 
fashion, contact Carol Calix at 504-943-0343 or ccalix@fhfsela.org.   

Volume 3, Issue 3 
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Postsecondary Options 
 

Planning for college and other postsecondary options should 
be part of every high school student’s vision. Students with 
disabilities MUST begin their planning early in high school to 
assure successful outcomes. Come to this FHF training to 

learn about your child’s Postsecondary options. 
 

 Saturday March 06, 2010 
10a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

 
Families Helping Families of South East Louisiana 

4118 Franklin Ave 
New Orleans, La  70122 

 
Reserve your spot today!  504-943-0343 

 

The Individualized Transition Plan 
 

Life is full of transitions, and one of the more re-
markable ones occurs when we get ready to leave high 

school and go out in the world as young adults. When the student has a dis-
ability, it's especially helpful to plan ahead for that transition. In fact, 

IDEA requires it. Come to this FHF Training to learn about different transi-
tion plans that meet your child’s needs. 

 

 Thursday March 25, 2010 
Grace Baptist Church 
3900 N. Rampart St. 

New Orleans, La  70119 
10a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

 
Reserve your spot today!  504-943-0343 

The Deep South 
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Please join 
The Greater New Orleans  

Autism Society of America for their 
 

6th Annual Walk for Autism Awareness 
 

Saturday, April 17th, 2009 
LaSalle Park, next to Zephyr Stadium 

6600 Airline Drive in Metairie 
 

Registration Opens at 8:00 a.m. 
Walk begins at 9:30 a.m. 

 
Music - Food - Children’s Activities  

Parade of Prizes Raffle – Silent Auction 
 

For more info, contact  
GNO-ASA (504) 464-5733 

www.autism-society.org/chapter168 
e mail: gnoasachapter@yahoo.com 

Volume 3, Issue 3 
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People First   
meets the first  

Thursday of every 
month at the office of  

FHF of SELA 
4118 Franklin Avenue, 

New Orleans, LA 70122 
at 1:30 pm.   

 
2010 Meeting Dates 
February 4, 2010 
March 4, 2010 
April 1, 2010 
May 6, 2010 
June 3, 2010 
July 1, 2010 

August 5, 2010 
September 2, 2010 
October 7, 2010 
November 4, 2010 
December 2, 2010 

People First of Louisiana: 
• Is a self advocacy group run by people with disabilities, for people with dis-

abilities. 
• Where people learn to speak up for themselves about decisions they make. 
• Members can connect with others in their community, across the nation and 

around the world. 
Members learn about their rights and responsibilities as 
citizens of the United States of America. 

Mission Statement: 
People First of Louisiana supports people with disabilities to empower themselves 
in becoming effective decision makers, to gain more independence, and enjoy life 
as equal citizens of the United States of America. 

Vision: 
People with disabilities build personal visions that are reached through respect, 
equality and many different experiences that lead to choices and life decisions. 

People with disabilities support one another to control their own lives, understand 
and speak up for their rights and live up to their responsibilities. 

Rehab act: 
“Disability is a natural part of the human experience and in no way diminishes the 
right of individuals to 

• live independently; 
• enjoy self-determination; 
• make choices; 
• contribute to society; 
• pursue meaningful careers; and 
enjoy full inclusion and integration in the economic, political, social, cultural, and 
educational mainstream of American society.” 

 

See information concerning transportation 
to People First meetings on page 11 

The Deep South 



Transportation Funds for  
Next Chapter Book Club  

and  
People First of Louisiana 

 
In 2009 we embarked on two new programs, the Next Chapter Book 
Club and People First of Louisiana.  The response has been slow.  In 
examining these issues, we realize that transportation is the main 

reason adults with disabilities are not attending these events.   
 

Through a generous donation from Xerox Corporation, FHF of SELA is 
offering to reimburse self-advocates, families and/or caregivers for 
the cost of traveling to and from these events.  We will pay for cab 

fare, bus tokens or pay families/caregivers mileage to the event.   
 

Registration for these funds will be required.  Contact us at 504-943-
0343 for a copy of the registration form.  

 
We will offer this service as long as funds are available.  If anyone 
would like to donate for this specific cause please indicate that the 

donation is for transportation.   
 

If you are an adult with a disability and you would like to participate 
in a Next Chapter Book Club in your area, please contact us.  We have 
volunteers waiting to facilitate a group in your area.  YOU DO NOT 
NEED TO KNOW HOW TO READ TO PARTICIPATE!  We need at 

least four people to form a group.  CALL TODAY AND TELL US 
WHERE YOU LIVE AND WHAT DAY AND TIME IS BEST FOR YOU 

TO PARTICIPATE IN A GROUP.   

Page 11 Volume 3, Issue 3 
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Planning for Your Child’s Future -  
What Happens When you are Gone 

 

Are you prepared?  Do you know what is needed to ensure that your child 
will be cared for in your absence?  Lack of preparation could cost your child 

or sibling their waiver and social security benefits. 
 

Keynote speaker will be Patrick Reso, Esq. 
 

Come learn about: 
Continuing Tutorship 

Interdiction 
Special Needs Trusts 

Wills and Estates 
Inheritance 

 
Also hear from siblings, parents and providers about 

their personal experiences 
 

         February 25, 2010 
         9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

           Celebration Church 
      7500 W. Judge Perez Drive 

Arabi, LA 70032 
 

Registration Form on Page 27 
Or call  

504-943-0343 or 1-877-243-7352 

PATRICK K. RESO was born in 1964 in New Orleans, Louisiana. He graduated from the University of New Orleans in 
1987, with a Bachelor of Science degree in Business. Patrick graduated from Loyola Law School in New Orleans in 
1990, where he was on the Loyola Law Review and Moot Court staff. Prior to joining the firm in 1996, Patrick prac-
ticed with a premier tax and estate planning firm in New Orleans. His practice areas include estate planning, suc-
cessions, succession litigation, business and corporate law. 
Patrick is a Board Certified Estate Planning Administration specialist, a designation awarded by the Louisiana State 
Bar Association. He serves on the Board of Directors of the TARC, a nonprofit organization dedicated to the needs 
of the disabled, and he is the past President of the Northshore Estate Planning Council. 

Will I have what I need 
to help care for  my sister 
when we grow up? 

Will my brother live with me 
or on his own?  Or will I have 
to put him in a home? 

Have we done what 
we need to do to 
protect our child’s 
inheritance? 

How can I be 
assured that our 
wishes are car-
ried out after we 
are gone? 

What if something hap-
pens to me unexpect-
edly?  Who will become 
my child’s guardian?   

The Deep South 
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 A Who Dat Thanksgiving with  
Pierre Thomas 

Saints' Front Offensive Line Bike Giveaway 2009 
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Salvation Army Toy Distribution with Mrs. Claus, 
AKA Fay Daspit 

LaCAN Roundtable 2009 
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Endless Possibilities: 
Giving Yourself Permission to 

Dream 
 

An empowerment forum for self advocates, par-
ents, professionals and people with disabilities. 

 
This year’s annual Family Forum will feature artist, public 

speaker and self-advocate Keith Jones!   
Topics: 

Relationships 
Employment 
Recreation 
And more... 

 
Saturday, April 10, 2010 

 
LSU Health Science Center 
Medical Education Building 

1901 Perdido Street  
New Orleans, Louisiana 70122 

 
Time: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 
Registration Form on Page 27 

Or call 
504-943-0343 or 1-877-243-7352 
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National Organization Founded in Parker, 
Colorado is Expanding  By Denver Fox 
 
The National Organization to End the Waitlist (NOEWAIT), 
founded by Parker, CO, resident Denver Fox in January, 2008, has 
grown to 53 Coordinators spread amongst 23 states and Puerto 
Rico. The organization was started to promote national solutions 
for the over 300,000 individuals with developmental and intellec-
tual disabilities who languor on year's-long waitlists for community
-based services all across the country, and who can not move from 
state-to-state without losing services. NOEWAIT recently sub-
mitted a petition with 11,000 signatures to the President and Congress highlighting this critical need.  
 
Families struggle to do the best they can to earn a living while also caring for their children who often 
require extensive help with the activities of daily living that most people take for granted. In many 
situations, the parents are elderly and their adult child is middle-aged, sitting at home with their par-
ents with nothing to do, losing important skills learned while in school, without the proper community 
and transitional supports to keep them developing and prepared for an independent life after their 
family dies. The challenges facing people on waitlists and their families are significant and highly 
stressful.  
 
A parent in Florida said, "My non-verbal autistic daughter has been on a waitlist for 4 years now. We've 
spent our savings, have aged 10 years in five and need to outlive our daughter so that she is cared for. 
The only thing we can count on is our life insurance policies to help her when we die."  
 
Lack of portability of services from one state to another and one county to another is especially diffi-
cult for military families who move from one military outfit to another as part of their duty to our 
country. Anytime a family moves to another state, they go to the bottom of the waitlist in the new 
state, starting all over again. The time periods people can be left waiting for help obtaining job ser-
vices, a community-based program, or a secure home in which to live can be anywhere from five to 
twenty years long, depending upon the state and the type of service needed.  
 
Few families can afford to pay out-of-pocket for these services (an average of $35,000 - $75,000) per 
year for host or group home placements because parents have had to leave gainful careers, even the 
military, to care for their children and pay for large medical bills.  
 
Still, not every state and U.S. territory has NOEWAIT volunteers to help advocate for the end to 
waitlists. NOEWAIT currently has representation in Alabama, Arkansas, Arizona, California, Colorado, 
Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Massachusetts, Maryland, Maine, Missouri, 
North Carolina, Nebraska, New Jersey, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Texas and Washington. Volunteers are needed in ALL states.  
 
For more information, or to get more involved in this advocacy effort to end the waitlist, contact Den-
ver Fox at noewait@aol.com, and to learn more and to sign the petition, please visit the website http://
www.noewait.net . 

The Deep South 



Art Therapy? Dance Therapy? Related Ser-
vices is More Than OT, PT & Speech.  
Date: Tuesday, January 5, 2010 
Time: 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Presenter: Mylinda Elliott 
Date: Wednesday, January 6, 2010 
Time: 9:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
Presenter: Cindy Arceneaux 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2010 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Presenter: Donna Reno 
Date: Thursday, March 4, 2010 
Time: 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Presenter: Summer Mizell-Babin 
Date: Monday, March 8, 2010 
Time: 9:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
Presenter: Cindy Arceneaux 
Date: Wednesday, March 17, 2010 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Presenter: Summer Mizell-Babin 
 
What’s New about LAA2?  
Date: Monday, January 11, 2010 
Time: 9:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
Presenter: Cindy Arceneaux 
Date: Wednesday, January 13, 2010 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Presenter: Mylinda Elliott 
Date: Thursday, January 14, 2010 
Time: 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Presenter: Summer Mizell-Babin 
Date: Wednesday, March 3, 2010 
Time: 9:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
Presenter: Cindy Arceneaux 

Date: Friday, March 5, 2010 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Presenter: Shanida Mathieu 
Date: Tuesday, March 16, 2010 
Time: 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Presenter: Donna Reno 
 
Strategies for De-escalating Aggressive Be-
haviors 
Date: Friday, January 15, 2010 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Presenter: Dr. Wendy Siegel, Southeastern 
Louisiana University, Dept. of Teaching and Learning 
 
Preschool IEP Settings  
Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2010 
Time: 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Presenter: Donna Reno 
Date: Wednesday, January 20, 2010 
Time: 9:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
Presenter: Cindy Arceneaux 
Date: Friday, January 22, 2010 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Presenter: Shanida Mathieu 
Date: Wednesday, February 3, 2010 
Time: 9:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
Presenter: Cindy Arceneaux 
Date: Wednesday, February 24, 2010 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Presenter: Mylinda Elliott 
Date: Thursday, February 25, 2010 
Time: 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Presenter: Mylinda Elliott 
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The following ON-LINE trainings are provided by the Louisiana Parent Training and Information Center (LaPTIC).  
While these trainings are not products of this FHF center, we strongly encourage parents to take advantage of 
this wealth of information.  Knowledge is power and our mission is to enable and empower.  
  
Do you need more information about the education of children with disabilities but don't want to leave your 
home to get it? LaPTIC is offering online classes as close as your computer. For a complete description of the 
online workshops or to register, send an Email to info@laptic.org or call us at 504.888.9111 or toll free at 
800.776.7736.  Once you are registered you will receive a ReadyTalk Email invitation with login instructions, a 
button to click on, or the web address to copy and paste into your browser. Either option will bring you to the 
online classroom.  The audio portion will be provided by telephone conference call. The Email invitation will include 
the conference call phone number with instructions so that you can hear the presentation. 
 
NOTE: LaPTIC Online Trainings are hosted by www.ReadyTalk.com. The ReadyTalk Email invitation 
includes a test to check your computer’s compatibility before the meeting. We highly recommend you use the 
opportunity to check your computer’s compatibility before logging in to eliminate any technical issues before join-
ing the class. 

The Deep South 



 

IEP Boot Camp. Parents come join us for this fresh, 
new approach to providing you with information 
about the IEP process and the IEP document. Learn 
how you can actively participate in each step of your 

child's IEP. Increase your confidence and 
effectiveness in requesting appropriate educational 
services for your child. There will be a limited number 
of participants in each boot camp. Register early. 
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Date: Saturday, January 16, 2010 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 
Location: Gentilly Terrace Elementary School 
4720 Painters St., New Orleans 
Presenter: Shanida Mathieu 
To register, call: 504-888-9111 
 
 
 

 

Date: Saturday, February 6, 2010 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 
Location: Reg. 1 Assistive Technology Center 
8342 Highway 23, Belle Chasse 
Presenter: Shanida Mathieu & Donnica 
Conway 
To register, call: 504-888-9111 

Offered by Louisiana  
Parent Training and Information Center 

 

On-Line Trainings continued 
 

Where Will Your Child Be Educated?  
Date: Monday, January 25, 2010 
Time: 9:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
Presenter: Cindy Arceneaux 
Date: Wednesday, January 27, 2010 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Presenter: Summer Mizell-Babin 
Date: Thursday, January 28, 2010 
Time: 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Presenter: Shanida Mathieu 
Date: Monday, February 22, 2010 
Time: 9:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
Presenter: Cindy Arceneaux 
 
LEAP Preparation: Practical Tips to Coordi-
nate with School Staff  and Prepare Your 
Child.  
Date: Monday, February 8, 2010 
Time: 9:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
Presenter: Cindy Arceneaux 
Date: Wednesday, February 10, 2010 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Presenter: Summer Mizell-Babin 
Date: Thursday, February 11, 2010 
Time: 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Presenter: Donna Reno 
Date: Wednesday, March 17, 2010 
Time: 9:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
Presenter: Cindy Arceneaux 
Date: Friday, March 26, 2010 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Presenter: Donna Reno 
 

 
 
Date: Tuesday, March 30, 2010 
Time: 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Presenter: Mylinda Elliott 
 
Virtual Tour of  LDE Website & Bulletins 
Date: Tuesday, February 16, 2010 
Time: 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Presenter: Shanida Mathieu 
Date: Wednesday, February 17, 2010 
Time: 9:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
Presenter: Cindy Arceneaux 
Date: Friday, February 19, 2010 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Presenter: Shanida Mathieu 
Date: Monday, March 22, 2010 
Time: 9:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
Presenter: Cindy Arceneaux 
 
IDEA + Children Enrolled by Parents in 
Private School.  
Date: Tuesday, February 2, 2010 
Time: 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Presenter: Summer Mizell-Babin 
Date: Friday, February 5, 2010 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Presenter: Donna Reno 
Date: Thursday, March 25, 2010 
Time: 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Presenter: Shanida Mathieu 
Date: Wednesday, March 31, 2010 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Presenter: Mylinda Elliott 

Volume 3, Issue 3 



Southern Poverty Law Center Seeks to Improve  
Special Education Services 

By Eden Heilman 
 
 
 

 Following Hurricane Katrina, the city of New Orleans experienced a dramatic change 
to its traditional public school system.  Presently, nearly 60 percent of all public school 
students in New Orleans attend charter schools – the highest percentage of any American 
city.  School district officials hope to raise that percentage in the coming years with the 
goal of chartering almost all of New Orleans’ traditional public schools.  Yet, we have 
learned firsthand from parents and community advocates that the current system of 
schools may be failing to serve its students with special needs. This failure has been oc-
curring on two levels:  First, despite requirements to have open admissions policies, many 
charter schools are excluding students with special needs from enrolling in their schools.  
Second, many students with disabilities are not receiving the appropriate special education 
services. 
 
 Your child with special needs has a legal right to a free appropriate public education.  
This means that special education and related services must be provided and must be spe-
cifically designed to meet your child’s unique needs.  Additionally, your child with special 
needs may not be directly or indirectly excluded from participation in a public charter 
school because of his or her disability. 
 
 Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC) is a non-profit civil rights organization head-
quartered in Montgomery, Alabama.  For nearly 40 years, SPLC has fought injustice using a 
multi-faceted advocacy approach that incorporates litigation, policy and community orga-
nizing.  In 2005, SPLC launched the New Orleans-based “School-to-Prison Reform Project” 
in an effort to tackle the intersections between failing schools and juvenile incarceration.  
One aspect of our work focuses on dismantling the flow of children from schools to jails 
by ensuring that public schools provide special education services to students with disabili-
ties.   
 
 We are interested in connecting with parents of children with special needs to hear 
more about their experiences in the current public education scheme in New Orleans.  If 
your child has been turned away from a New Orleans school or if you believe your child is 
not receiving appropriate special education services in Orleans Parish, please consider 
sharing your story with us by contacting Eden Heilman at (504) 486-8982 or by email at 
eden.heilman@splcenter.org. 

The Deep South Page 20 



Page 21 

 

Volume 3, Issue 3 



Page 22 

 

The Deep South 

 



  

EarlySteps New Family Orientation. We invite all new EarlySteps families to come learn about our 
program and to become empowered so your child receives the most out of their services. You will 
learn about writing and implementing your Individual Family Service Plan (IFSP), as well as discussing 
your rights, roles, and responsibilities as a parent. 

Date: Wednesday, February 3, 2010 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Location:   FHF of SELA 
             4118 Franklin Avenue, New Orleans, LA 70122 
Presenter: Melanie Riviere 

To register, call: 504-943-0343 
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Families Can’t Wait  
 For families of children who were either born premature or may be ex-
periencing health problems. The Families Can’t Wait program is designed to 
make sure families have all the available resources needed to walk that daily 
walk. Families need to be able to know that there is help and hope, no matter 
how hard the road gets.  

 Families Can’t Wait offers  
>Information and Referral         >Mentor Parents          >Newborn Kits 
 Families Can’t Wait is here to help you know all you can about your child’s 

condition.  We can connect you to the agencies that you need to contact in order to provide the most 
comprehensive early intervention possible. 
 Families Can’t Wait matches newly identified parents of children with special needs with 
trained, experienced mentor parents to facilitate one-on-one support.  

For more information call Fay at 504-943-0343. 

 My name is Fay Daspit.  
I joined the FHF of SELA 
team in February of 2009.  I 
am a proud mom of three and 
a blessed ma-maw of five. 
 Having gone through the loss of many family members early 
in life, I have always enjoyed being a caregiver and tried to be a 
good supporter for individuals with developmental disabilities. I have two nieces, Donna and 
Crystal, who were born with multiple disabilities, a niece, Tiffany, who was born hearing im-
paired and a niece, Micheka, born with developmental disabilities. It was only fitting that I 
would find work as a Personnel Care Attendant. I was blessed to work with a wonderful lady, 
Alicia, for 10 years. Alicia has multiple disabilities, but faces life with a smile for everyone. 
Unfortunately, due to health issues I had to take time off of work. 
 So after having gone through many different stages in my life and with the birth of my 
first grandson, Micheal, who was born prematurely, and with whom we were blessed for one 
day, and then the birth of my third grandson, Jace, also born prematurely, finding a job with 
FHF of SELA was a blessing. I could not only help myself and my family find out about ser-
vices that are available to help Jace on his day-to-day struggles, but I can also help other fami-
lies to do the same.  
 I am the Family Advocate.  My job consists of working with individuals with disabili-
ties.  I work with Early Childhood Supports and Services, Metropolitan Human Disabilities 
Services and LA Family to Family Health Information Center, just to name a few.  Even 
though I work with different funders they all have the same vision for families:  Every life is 
special and everyone deserves the right to live life to its fullest! 
 Every day is a new experience for me and my family but it is great to know we are not 
alone. 

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT 
Fay Daspit 

Family Advocate 
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As a non-profit doing business in Louisiana, board meetings are 
open to the public.  Our meetings are scheduled quarterly, on the 
second Thursday of the month at 6 pm.  Board meetings are 
scheduled for March 11, June 10, September 9, and December 
9, 2010.   

 
 
 
Families Helping Families of Southeast Louisiana has earned $170.36 
in 2009 through your Goodsearch and GoodShop activities.  We thank 
everyone for helping to raise money for our agency. 
Many thanks to Coca-Cola, the New Orleans Saints, Winn-Dixie, Salvation Army, 
Harrah’s New Orleans H.E.R.O., and Xerox Corporation for their generous gifts in 
the last quarter of 2009.   Because we are a non-profit agency, all donations are 
tax-deductable and we welcome any and all donations, big or small.  And another 
thank you to Brigitte Peters Collins for another generous donation of books 
through the HIPPY program. 
 

The Mission of  
Families Helping Families 
of Southeast Louisiana  

is to enable and empower  
families of individuals with  

disabilities through an effective 
coordinated network of resources,  

support, and services. 
  

The Vision of  
Families Helping Families of  

Southeast Louisiana  
is to ensure all individuals with 

disabilities have the opportunity to 
attend school, live, work and recreate 
in their community with typical peers. 
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You can also help FHF of SELA earn 
money by using the Facebook Causes 
toolbar that is available.  Visit 

Facebook, go to causes, and add the tool-
bar to your browser.  Be sure to list Fami-
lies Helping Families of Southeast Louisi-
ana as your cause.  
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Registration Form  
Please complete the form below and return to FHF of SELA.  We will 
contact you to verify your attendance. 
 
I am interested in attending: 
 
February 25—Estate Planning____________________ 
 
April 10—Endless Possibilities ___________________ 
 
July 29—Wrightslaw Conference _________________ 
CEUs and CLUs available for this conference for an administrative fee.  
Please indicate if you need: CEU ___________  CLU __________  
 
Please complete the registration form below and return to FHF of SELA  
 
Name: _____________________________________________________ 
 

Relationship to person with a disability:___________________________ 
 

Phone Number:  _____________________________________________ 
  

Address: ___________________________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip:  _____________________________________________ 
 
 

Fax:  ______________________________________________________ 
 

Email:  ____________________________________________________ 
 

Return to: 
FHF of SELA by fax: 504-940-3242 

or 
By mail: 4118 Franklin Avenue, New Orleans, LA 70122 

or 
call us at 504-943-0343 

 

Transportation stipends are available to family members if requested in 
advance.  ONLY ONE STIPEND PER FAMILY 



4118 Franklin Avenue 
New Orleans, LA 70122 
 
504-943-0343 
1-877-243-7352 (Toll-Free) 
504-940-3242 (Fax) 
 
www.fhfsela.org 
www.fhfsela.ning.com 

FHF of SELA receives partial funding from the Louisiana Developmental Disabilities Council, Metropolitan Human 
Services District, Louisiana State Department of Education, Family to Family Health Information Center  

and Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals. 

 What is LaDisability Talk?  An e-
mail talk list from Louisiana Parent Training 
and Information Center/Families Helping 
Families of Jefferson to help families of 
people with disabilities and their advocates 
in Louisiana share information, resources, 
and support. 
 What’s a talk list?  It is a way for e-
mail users to be in a group with others who 
have similar interests.   
 Who should join?  Parents of chil-
dren with disabilities, self-advocates, and 
advocates for people with disabilities in 
Louisiana. 
 How do I join?  Just send an e-mail 
to:  fhfprompter@yahoo.com or LaDis-
abilityTalk-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 
 

FREE—FREE—FREE 

LaDisability Talk 
A Statewide Talk List 

Louisiana Together 
Educating All Chil-
dren (LaTEACH) is a 
grass root network 
of individuals that 
believe all children 
should have the op-

portunity to be educated with their typical 
peers in a typical classroom. 
 
LaTEACH has made great strides this year 
but they still need YOU to help make a 
difference in improving education for our 
children with disabilities.   
 

 If you are interested in learning 
more about LaTEACH or joining LaTEACH, 

see page 3 of this newsletter and call  
Christy Cormier, Statewide Coordinator 

Louisiana Together Educating ALL Children 
2927 Hodges St 

Lake Charles, LA  70601 
337-436-2578 FAX 

Still Waiting for Waiver Services? 
Join LaCAN NOW! 

 

LaCAN (Louisiana Citizens for Action 
Now) is a statewide grassroots network 

of individuals and families who have 
worked together since 1988 advocating 

for a system that supports individuals to 
live in their own homes rather than hav-

ing to move to a facility to receive 
needed services.   

  

See page six of this newsletter for more 
information about LaCAN and how YOU 

can become a member of this group.   
 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE!   
JOIN LACAN! 
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