
 

 

The Deep 
South 

Inside This Issue 

Fall 2010 Volume 4, Issue 2 

 
 
 
 

Board of Directors 
Eddie Tebbe 
Board Chairman 
 

Molly Sullivan 
Board Vice Chair 
 

Polly Boudreaux 
Secretary 
 

Lang Le 
Treasurer 
 

Board Members 
Dr. Sarintha Stricklin 
Georgette Wallace 
Adranell Murray 
Hyacinth McKee 
Bobbie Bedney 
Claudia Smith 
Laura Iveson 
Kathy Hume 
 

 
 
 
 

FHF of SELA Team 
Carol Calix 

Executive Director 
 

Donnica Conway-Strawder 
Projects Coordinator 

 

Fay Daspit 
Family Advocate 

 

Shay Hunter 
Early Steps—Community 

Outreach Specialist 
 

Aisha Johnson 
Family Advocate 

 

Diana Maag 
Bookkeeper 

 
Willie Martin 

MHSD Office Assistant 
 
 

Delery Rice 
LaCAN Leader 

 
 

Opinions contained herein do not necessarily 
represent those of the funding source, and no 

endorsement should be inferred. 

 

October is...  2 

November is… 2 

LaCAN 2 

LaTEACH 2 

LaDisability Talk 2 

Work Incentive Planning and Assistance 3 

Welcome our Newest Staff Member 4 

Early Childhood Supports and Services 4 

Coming in October—Aisha Johnson on TV ONE 5 

Alphabet Soup Workshop 5 

Regional and State Advisory Committee Meetings 5 

People First of NOLA 6 

LaSIG Notes 7 

Online Trainings Offered by FHF of Jefferson 7 

Transition Workshop Series 8 

Dennis Debbaudt is Coming to New Orleans! 9 

Family to Family Health Information Center News 10 

PEA Pods - An Advocacy Center Event 10 

2010 Governor’s (GOLD) Awards 11 

Ads/Flyers/Information of Interest 12-13 

SBofGNO Bowl-A-Thon 14 

Our Donors 15 

Board Meeting Schedule 15 

Facebook, Goodsearch and Twitter 15 

  

  

True Freedom - Services Where You Want Them  
by Carol Calix 

 
 
 

 Our region recently commemorated the 5th anniversary 
of Hurricane Katrina.  Just as if it were yesterday, we remem-
ber our stories.  Not the stories of evacuation or rescue, nor 
the stories of what we came back to—total destruction, but the 

stories of why we came back. 
 I am referring to the waiver services that an individual with a develop-
mental disability either has or is waiting for.  These are stories that have not 
been heard.  I am looking for your stories. 
 In December the TASH conference will be held in Denver, Colorado.  
NOEWAIT, a national grassroots organization that is raising awareness about 
individuals all over America with developmental disabilities that are on a wait-
ing list or have services but cannot move to another state due to lack of porta-
bility, is going to present a panel of individuals to discuss these issues.  There 
will be several parents who have children waiting for a waiver and self-
advocates that are waiting, some for over a decade.  And then there will be me. 
 I am going to serve on this panel representing people who had to return 
to Louisiana after Katrina or lose services.  There are many of you with stories 
similar to mine.  You either evacuated or were rescued.  You ended up in anoth-
er state.  You received waiver services through the 1115 waiver, but then in the 
spring of 2006 was notified to return to Louisiana or your services would stop.  
So families moved back, living in trailers or mobile homes or in rental units they 
couldn’t afford.  Many did not want to but had no choice.  Starting at the bot-
tom of a wait list in another state was not an option. 
 I need to hear your story.  I want to be able to present your stories 
about where you ended up and when and why you returned to Louisiana.  What 
were the conditions for your family when you returned?  And what would you 
have done if services were portable?  Would you have permanently relocated?  
Would you have stayed in your new state until your home was rebuilt and then 
returned to Louisiana?  And what will you do NEXT time?    
 You can go to https://app.icontact.com/icp/sub/survey/start?
sid=3316&cid=506860 and tell me your story, or call me at 943-0343 or 1-877-
243-7352, or send it to me in writing to the address on the back of the news-
letter.  Let me take your story to Denver.  NOEWAIT is looking for a national 
solution to a problem that affects our entire nation, long waiting lists and 
shrinking Medicaid dollars and lack of portability of services.  People depend-
ent on state services are not free to move about the country.  They can move, 
they just can’t take their services with them.  Help me help you make sure you 
can choose where you want to live, and let’s work on making sure that we have a 
choice should there be another disaster like Katrina in our future.  
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October is... 

November is... 

 
 

National Family Caregiver Month 

http://www.thefamilycaregiver.org/ 

 
 
 

Prematurity Awareness Month  

http://www.marchofdimes.com/ 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

From the staff of  
Families Helping Families  

of Southeast Louisiana 
 

 What is LaDisability Talk?  An e-mail 
talk list from Louisiana Parent Training and 
Information Center/Families Helping Fami-
lies of Jefferson to help families of people 
with disabilities and their advocates in 
Louisiana share information, resources, and 
support. 
 What’s a talk list?  It is a way for e-
mail users to be in a group with others who 
have similar interests.   
 Who should join?  Parents of children 
with disabilities, self-advocates, and advo-
cates for people with disabilities in Louisi-
ana. 
 How do I join?  Just send an e-mail 
to:  fhfprompter@yahoo.com or LaDisabil-
ityTalk-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 

FREE—FREE—FREE 

LaDisability Talk 
A Statewide Talk List 

Louisiana Together 
Educating All Children 
(LaTEACH) is a grass 
root network of individ-
uals that believe all 

children should have the opportunity to be 
educated with their typical peers in a typi-
cal classroom. 
 
LaTEACH has made great strides this year 
but they still need YOU to help make a 
difference in improving education for our 
children with disabilities.   
 

 If you are interested in learning 
more about LaTEACH or joining LaTEACH, 

see page 3 of this newsletter and call  
Christy Cormier, Statewide Coordinator 

Louisiana Together Educating ALL Children 
2927 Hodges St 

Lake Charles, LA  70601 
337-436-2578 FAX 

1-800-894-6558 

Still Waiting for  
Waiver Services? 
Join LaCAN NOW! 

 

LaCAN (Louisiana Citizens for Action 
Now) is a statewide grassroots network 

of individuals and families who have 
worked together since 1988 advocating 
for a system that supports individuals 
to live in their own homes rather than 
having to move to a facility to receive 

needed services.   
  

See page six of this newsletter for 
more information about LaCAN and how 

YOU can become a member of this 
group.   

MAKE A DIFFERENCE!   
JOIN LACAN! 

Families Helping Families of Southeast Louisiana will be closed November 25-26 for the Thanksgiving holiday 
and will be closed December 20-31 for the Christmas and New Year holidays.  We will reopen on Monday, 

January 3, 2011.  Have a WONDERFUL HOLIDAY SEASON.   
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See Page 12 for Work Fair in our area 
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 Agency Spotlight 

The Early Childhood Supports and Services (ECSS) Program provides a coordinated sys-
tem of screening, evaluation and referral services and treatment for  children ages 0 
through 5-years and their families in the city of New Orleans.  The program provides 
supports and services to both the child and the family, and currently has 9 sites cover-
ing 13 parishes. ECSS can begin working with mothers that are pregnant in their third 
trimester of pregnancy. The Early Childhood Supports and Services Program was devel-
oped through a partnership between the Department of Health and Hospitals/Office of Behavioral Health, 
the Department of Social Services, Tulane University and LSU Medical School.  
 
ECSS works collaboratively with other community network partners to assist clients with their needs.  Fam-
ilies Helping Families plays a large role in this collaboration by completing referrals for families who are 
seeking services for their children and providing our families with other referrals for support.  ECSS’ care-
givers often have a difficult time understanding or navigating the school system; specifically as it relates to 
children with special needs.  The Parent Advocates at Families Helping Families tirelessly assist our staff 
and caregivers with understanding, negotiating, and advocating for children in or entering the school system 
in New Orleans.   Many of our caregivers have a difficult time understanding their rights regarding their 
children with disabilities as it relates to the school system.   
 
Families Helping Families enables our ECSS parents to feel as if they are not alone, while going through  
these difficult challenges with locating appropriate educational services. They also empower our parents to 
find a voice to get their children’s educational and developmental needs met.  As clinicians, they educate and 
inform us in a way that is invaluable to the success of our families.    
 
If you have a child or know of a child that lives in Orleans Parish between the age of birth through five, 
that may have a disability and behavior concerns, please call 943-0343 to set up an appointment for an in-
take.  An intake is not a guarantee of services, but is the process used to verify eligibility.  

Welcome to FHF of SELA’s Newest Staff Member 
 

My name is Shay Hunter and I am the Early Steps Outreach Specialist for Orleans, Jefferson, 
St. Bernard and Plaquemines Parish.  Early Steps is Louisiana's Early Intervention System un-
der the Individual's with Disabilities Education Act, Part C.   
 

Early Steps provides services to families with infants and toddlers from birth to three years 
(36 months) who have a medical condition that results in a developmental delay, or who have 
developmental delays. My role is to provide one-on-one parent support and to keep parents up 

to date on all workshops and community resources that are available. 
 

As a parent of a child with a disability, I understand how parents want to make sure their child is getting 
the most out the services that are provided. Therefore, my goal is to help them have a wonderful experi-
ence and a smooth transition into and throughout Early Steps.   I can be contacted here at Families Helping 
Families of Southeast Louisiana at (504) 943-0343 ext.206 or toll free 1-877-243-7352. 
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Coming in October! 
 

We reported in our last newsletter Essence Magazine filming our own 
Aisha Johnson, Transition Specialist.  We do not have an airing date yet 
but we do know that it will be aired on TV ONE in October.  We will noti-

fy everyone by email or by Facebook/Twitter/LinkedIn as soon as we 
know when the segment will be aired.   

IF YOU ARE NOT ON OUR EMAIL LIST GO TO  
http://www.fhfsela.org/newsletters.php#signup 

Bishop TD Jakes and Aisha 
Johnson backstage during 

the Essence Fes val 

Your Opinion Counts, Your Concerns Can Be Heard! 
 

The Metropolitan Human Services District (MHSD) Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) meets in New 
Orleans every other month to discuss concerns of individuals with developmental disabilities and their 

families.  This is a public meeting.   

 
 

 

The State Advisory Committee also meets every other month.  The next meeting is scheduled for  
November 10, 2010.  It will be held at the Resource Center, 2006 Gus Kaplan, Alexandria, LA from 
noon—3 pm.  The two RAC members that are representatives on the SAC are Dorothy Sturkey and 

Carol Calix.  If anyone has concerns on a state level, please attend the RAC meeting in order to share 
your issues and express your concerns.   

The MHSD RAC meetings are held 
on the second Friday of every 

month.   
Volunteers of America 

4152 Canal Street 
New Orleans, LA 70119 

 
From 10 am to noon 

October 8, 2010 
December 10, 2010 
February 11, 2011 
April 8, 2011 
June 10, 2011 
August 12, 2011 
October 14, 2011 
December 9, 2011 

Alphabet Soup! 
 

As you participate in the special education process, you will encounter an unfamiliar language, the language of 
“acronyms.” It may seem like a foreign language but it’s really just a language of initials.  These initials will be ex-

plained and defined in this fulfilling, interactive workshop. 
 

October 23 

10:00-12:00 
St. Luke Baptist Church 

125 Poindexter Lane 
Braithwaite, LA 70040 

To register call: 
504-943-0343 
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• Is a self advocacy group run by people with 
disabilities, for people with disabilities. 

• Where people learn to speak up for them-
selves about decisions they make. 

• Members can connect with others in their 
community, across the nation and around the 

world. 
• Members learn about their rights and re-

sponsibilities as citizens of the United States 
of America. 

People First of NOLA meets every third 
Tuesday of the month at 4:30 pm.   

 
Future Meeting Dates 

October 19, 2010—Guest speaker Sharon 
Hennessey will discuss changes to the People 
First program 
November 16, 2010– Thanksgiving gathering 
for People First members 
December 17, 2010—FOR MEMBERS ON-
LY—A Holiday Social—You must attend a 
meeting and join People First to be able to 
attend the social.   

 

Mission: People First of Louisiana supports 
people with disabilities to empower themselves 
in becoming effective decision makers, to gain 
more independence, and enjoy life as equal cit-
izens of the United States of America. 
 
Vision:  People with disabilities build personal 
visions that are reached through respect, 
equality and many different experiences that 
lead to choices and life decisions. 
 
People with disabilities support one another to 
control their own lives, understand and speak 
up for their rights and live up to their respon-
sibilities. 
 
Meetings are generally held at  

1010 Common Street, Suite 550, 
New Orleans, LA 70112 

(Park in garage behind building to have parking 
validated) 

Want to attend but can’t afford the transportation?   
Call us at 504-943-0343 for information about  

transportation stipends.  

People First of NOLA 
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Literacy Assessment Requirements:  
Students with Significant Disabilities 

 

Did you know that all Louisiana public schools must administer The Dynamic Indicators of 
Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS) to assess the reading abilities of K-3 students? 
 
Did you know that this requirement also applies to students with the most significant disabili-
ties? 
 
Do you need help with implementation?  Then read on! 
 
Louisiana district superintendents were sent a memo on 9/2/10 to provide clarity and guid-
ance on literacy assessment procedures for students with significant disabilities.  Included in 
the memo were reporting requirements, along with steps to take when a DIBELS administra-
tion does not produce meaningful results for a student with a significant disability.    The cor-
respondence also included a flowchart illustrating the steps to take in the decision making 
process related to the use of alternate literacy assessments, and a chart describing additional 
literacy assessment tool options.  To view these documents, click on the links below: (If you 
have trouble viewing the documents, copy and paste the link into your browser.) 
 
9/2/10 memo (http://sda.doe.louisiana.gov/ResourceFiles/Literacy/) and click on  
Memo_Sept_2_2010 
 

Literacy assessment flowchart (http://sda.doe.louisiana.gov/ResourceFiles/)and click on As-
sessment Flowchart March 09.  
 

Literacy assessment tool options (http://sda.doe.louisiana.gov/ResourceFiles/) and click on 
Assessment Tools revised 10 2009.  
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SIG Notes…brought to you by the Louisiana State Improvement Grant 

Don’t have time to attend workshops?  You can take advantage of 
online trainings offered by our sister agency, Families Helping Families 
of Jefferson.  Because we are all working toward the same goal, we 
welcome families to attend events in either region.  Find a list of their 
upcoming trainings at www.http://fhfjefferson.org/calendar.php.  If 
you have any questions about these trainings, call 504-888-9111. 
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A Series of Workshops on Transition 
 

THE ROLE OF A HIGH SCHCHOOL STUDENT IN TRANSITION PLANNING 
A student needs to begin thinking about what he or she wants to do as an adult before the first  

transition planning meeting takes place.  Come and find out how your child can be actively involved in  
his or her transition planning.   
Monday, October 11, 2010 

Grace Baptist Church 
3900 N. Rampart Street, NOLA 70117 

10:00 am to 12:00 pm 
  

TRANSITION PLANNING ACTIVITIES AT HOME AND IN THE COMMUNITY 
Many transition planning activities and objectives are carried out at school.  However, unlike traditional IEP  

objectives, many objectives written in the transition plan take place at home and in the community.  Come and see 
what these activities may include and find out how to incorporate them into your child’s transition plan.   

Thursday, November 4, 2010 
Grace Baptist Church 

3900 N. Rampart Street, NOLA 70117 
10:00 am to 12:00 pm 

  
  
  
  

This workshop is supported under a contract  
with the Louisiana Department of Education with funds 

under Part B of the Individuals with  
Disabilities Improvement Act 
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PEA Pod - New Orleans 

Advocacy Center does – protects, educates and advocates. 
 

An invitation from the Advocacy Center:  We want to invite everyone who is interested, to attend one of our pea pod 
events.  The first ones are being held in New Orleans, but soon we will be hosting pea pod events in other areas of the state as 
well.  Each event is only one hour in duration and we have scheduled them at various times of day so that, hopefully, everyone 
will find one pea pod event that conforms to his or her schedule.   
 

(PEA Pod events are an opportunity to visit the Advocacy Center and learn who they are and what they do) 
 
Location: Advocacy Center New Orleans office, 1010 Common Street, Suite 2600, in the Conference Room. 
 

Dates and Times: 
October 7 at 6 pm   October 12 at 12 pm   November 6 at 11 am 
November 18 at 6 pm   December 9 at 6 pm   December 15 at 12 pm 
 
RSVP required - space is limited.  Call 504-522-2337, ext. 125 or email us at peapod@advocacyla.org. 

 

Welcome to Healthcare.gov 
 Healthcare.gov is the new government website to help you navigate provisions of the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA).  With this new website, you can find insurance options for you and your family, find quality health care pro-
viders, compare providers and learn more about staying healthy.   
 This interactive website lets you enter basic information to search for insurance options, watch videos with 
closed captioning that explain provisions of the ACA, learn about pre-existing condition plans, view an interactive 
time line with implementation dates for all the  ACA provisions, and compare hospital, nursing home and dialysis 
providers to make care decisions.  Sections include information for families with children, individuals with disabili-
ties, individuals, employers, young adults and seniors.  Information on the ACA Patient’s Bill of Rights is also in-
cluded. 
 You can also connect to healthfinder.gov for the latest information on health preventative care for you and 
your family.  Check out Healthcare.gov today! 
 
18-25 Year Olds May Be Able to Continue Health Care Coverage Under Parent Plans Without Waiting 
 Several large insurance providers have indicated that they will honor some of the provisions of the Afforda-
ble Care Act (ACA) early.  One of those provisions allow youth ages 18-26 to be on their parent’s health insurance 
plans now, instead of making the families wait until the first re-enrollment after September 23rd.   Each year at open 
enrollment, your insurance is considered a “new plan.”  The ACA provided for all new plans after September 23rd to 
allow parents to keep coverage on young adult children to age 26. 
 There are a few catches to the early inclusion on parent’s plans… the employer needs to agree to the early 
provision of insurance to those youth and larger employers are allowed to insist that the youth take their employer’s 
insurance instead if they are working and it is available to them.   
 If your employer agrees, your child may be eligible to stay on your health insurance plan to age 26.  Worth 
checking out!   
 A list of some larger insurance companies allowing youth to remain on parent health plans early include 
Cigna, Aetna, United, WellPoint, Humana, Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Louisiana. 
 
Learn more by visiting www.HealthCare.gov or http://www.blfhf.org/f2fhic/medicalCosts/index.php 
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Family to Family Health Information Center News 
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2010 Governor’s Outstanding Leadership in Disabilities (GOLD) Awards 
 

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE THAT HAS DONE SOMETHING REMARKABLE IN THE  
DISABILITY FIELD?  THIS COULD BE A PARENT, TEACHER, CHILD, FAMILY,  

VOLUNTEER, EMPLOYER, VETERAN, AND MORE!  
 

The Governor’s Office of Disability Affairs is, once again, proud to highlight the achievements and accomplish-
ments of remarkable individuals with disabilities from around our state!  
 
The 2010 GOLD Awards will take place on December 7th, 2010 at the Old State Capital Building from 10:00a.m. to 
1:00 p.m.   Please feel free to forward the nomination packet to as many individuals and organizations as you’d like!  
 

The deadline for submissions for the GOLD Awards is November 2, 2010. 
 
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact (225) 219-9866 or via email Jamar.ennis@la.gov.  
 

The entire nomination packet can be found at  
http://www.gov.state.la.us/assets/2010_GOLD_Awards_Packet_of_Nomination.pdf. 

 

SAMPLESAMPLE  



 

 

 

Equilibra Spa 
 

* Massage Therapy   
* Herbal Baths   

* Nutritional Supplements   
* Wellness Workshops   
* Available for Events  

 
Now offering Angel Massage for children & 
special needs community ( Ask about Com-
pression Massage for individuals on the Au-

tism Spectrum ).  Free consultation and paren-
tal consent required.  

 
7007 St. Claude Ave. 

Arabi, La 70032  
( Located in Arabi Plaza ) 

504-277-4414  
www.equilibriaspa.com  
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American Association on Health and Disability  
Scholarship Program   

                                                  
The American Association on Health and Disability (AAHD) is offering $1,000 
scholarships to students with disabilities. The AAHD Scholarship Program is 
for any student with a disability, but AAHD gives preference to students who 
plan to pursue undergraduate or graduate studies in the field of public health, 
health promotion, disability studies, to include disability policy and disability 
research. 
 

Applicants must be: 
o A high school graduate 
o Have a documented disability and able to provide documentation of their 
disability 
o A US citizen or legal resident living in the US 
o Enrolled in or accepted by an accredited US four-year university or graduate 
school on a full-time basis 
 
To apply, submit a Personal Statement of up to three pages covering your per-
sonal history, educational and career goals, extracurricular activities, and why 
you should be selected for the scholarship. You will also need three letters of 
recommendation, with one being from a teacher or academic advisor. You must 
also provide a copy of your college transcript and agree to allow AAHD to use 
your name, picture, and story in future scholarship materials. 
 
Deadline for applications is November 15, 2010. Email applications to: con-
tact@aahd.us <mailto:contact@aahd.us>  with "2010 Scholarship" in the subject 
line.  For more information, contact Roberta Carlin, AAHD Executive Director, 
at rcarlin@aahd.us mailto:rcarlin@aahd.us or call (301) 545-6140 ext. 206. 
 
Download a registration form here: http://fifthfreedom.org/u/2q or  
http://www.aahd.us/site/static/pdfs/scholarship/scholarshipapplic.pdf  
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 New Orleans Council  
on Aging 

Grandparents Raising 
Grandchildren Support 
Group Meeting Dates  

 
Tuesday, October 19 

Tuesday, November 16 
Tuesday, December 21 

 
Meetings are held at our office: 

2475 Canal Street 
New Orleans, LA 70119 

1st floor Annex Conference Room 
10:00 AM 

 
Contact Person: Teleshia Q. Brimmer 

National Family Caregiver  
Support Program Manager 

821-4121 ext. 104       
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Save the Date 
 

Oct 24th, 2010 
12:30 pm to 2:30 pm 

   Spina Bifida of Greater New Orleans will be conducting a fundraising and awareness cam-
paign in October through our Ghost Bowl program on October 24th.  Spina Bifida is the most 
common permanently disabling birth defect in the United States. It can result in varying de-
grees of paralysis, bowel and bladder complications, water on the brain (hydrocephalus), and 
learning difficulties. Best estimates indicate that 185,000 Americans live with the challenges 
of Spina Bifida each day.  
 1 out of every 1,000 births in Louisiana is born with Spina Bifida. If all women of child 
bearing age simple take a multi vitamin that contains folic acid, they would reduce the chance 
of having a child born with Spina Bifida. 

SBGNO is looking for bowlers for the Bowl-a-Thon. 
Come join to us and have some fun as we raise money and awareness of Spina Bifida and improve 
the lives of those who live with Spina Bifida. 
Event:        Ghost Bowl a Thon for Spina Bifida of Greater New Orleans 
When:        Oct. 24th, 2009 from 12:30 pm to 2:30 pm 
Where:     Colonial Bowling Center, Jefferson Hwy, Harahan, La.  
 We have openings for 24 teams. You get to bowl for 2 hours; teams can have 4 to 6 mem-
bers. Ask your family and friends to sponsor you to bowl by simply collecting at least $50 per 
team member using the pledge form. Prizes will be awarded for the individual and team that 
raise the most money. 
  Simply email your mailing address to Al Hitt at sbgno@sbgno.org and in the subject line 
put Ghost Bowl and I will mail you the Ghost Bowl registration forms.  Come join us and have 
some fun as we raise money and awareness of Spina Bifida and improve the lives of those who 
live with Spina Bifida.  
 If you have any questions or need more information please call me at 504 444 4132. 

Help us go green by signing up to  
receive our newsletter through email.   

Go to  
http://www.fhfsela.org/newsletters.php#signup 



 

 

Help Families Helping Families of Southeast Louisiana by adding the Goodsearch toolbar to your web 
browser.  We earn money for every search you do but if you purchase online goods and do it through 
Goodsearch we receive a much larger sum of money.  You don’t have anything to lose , you will be sup-
porting our work, and it not cost you a single penny extra.    

Go to http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/families-helping-families-of-southeast-louisiana 

Because we are a 501(c)(3) non-profit agency, all donations are tax-deductible and we 
welcome any and all, big or small.  Thank you to the following individuals that made a 
donation in the last three months: All board members; individual special donations 
from board member Eddie Tebbe.  Thank you to HIPPY (Home Instruction for Par-
ents of Preschool Children) and Orleans Parish Library for their in-kind gift of 
books.  

As a non-profit doing business in Louisiana, board meetings are open to the public.  Our 
meetings are scheduled quarterly, on the second Thursday of the month at 6 pm.  Board 
meetings are scheduled for December 9, 2010, March 10, and June 9, 2011.  As FHF 
of SELA seeks LANO certification, work groups will be formed, which are also public 
meetings.  Meetings will be posted on the FHF website. If you are interested in serving in 
any capacity, please contact Carol at 943-0343.   

The Mission of  
Families Helping Families 
of Southeast Louisiana  

is to enable and empower  
families of individuals with  

disabilities through an effective 
coordinated network of resources,  

support, and services. 
  

The Vision of  
Families Helping Families of  

Southeast Louisiana  
is to ensure all individuals with 

disabilities have the opportunity to 
attend school, live, work and recreate 
in their community with typical peers. 
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Join us on Facebook at our new and im-
proved page.  Go to http://
www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Families-

Helping-Families-of-Southeast-
Louisiana/131100426935861 and click on the “Like” 
button.   
 
Follow us on twitter at  
http://twitter.com/FHFofSELA 



 

 

4118 Franklin Avenue 
New Orleans, LA 70122 
 
504‐943‐0343 
1‐877‐243‐7352 (Toll‐Free) 
504‐940‐3242 (Fax) 
 
www. fsela.org 

FHF of SELA receives partial funding from the Louisiana Developmental Disabilities Council, Metropolitan Human 
Services District, Louisiana State Department of Education, Family to Family Health Information Center, Louisiana 

Department of Health and Hospitals and Urban Strategies. 
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May this holiday season be framed with love, filled with joy,  
and shared with loved ones. 

From the staff of Families Helping Families of Southeast Louisiana 


