
 October is National Disability Awareness Month. 

Did you know that one of every five Americans is a 

person with a disability? Some people are born with 

conditions we label as disabilities; others may ac-

quire a disability through an accident or illness; and, 

if we live long enough, many of us will acquire a dis-

ability through the aging process. Disability does not 

discriminate! It is the largest minority group in the 

United States. It includes individuals of all ages, gen-

ders, socioeconomic, religious, and ethnic groups. 

 In the United States today, we have an array of 

laws which guarantee legal equality for people with 

disabilities. We also have more funding for more ser-

vices and entitlements than at any other time in his-

tory—and more than any other nation in the world! 

Despite all the laws and services, however, too many 

children and adults still don't live the lives of their 

dreams. Instead, they experience second-class citi-

zenship, dependency, physical segregation and/or 

social isolation in "special" programs, and more. 

This very legal equality does not guarantee inclusion, 

dignity, freedom, friendships, choice, self-direction, 

being seen as a valuable and competent human be-

ing, and many of the other ordinary, but precious, 

opportunities and experiences most of us take for 

granted. Don't these typical opportunities represent 

basic and inherent human rights that apply to each 

and every one of us?  
(Continued on page 4) 
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Employment Opportunities 
 

Full Time 

• Family Facilitator: Orleans 

• Family Facilitator: Plaquemines 

• Family Facilitator: St. Bernard 
 

Part-Time 

• Bookkeeper 

• Receptionist 

• Health Information Specialist 

• Early Childhood Supports & 

Services Liaison 

• Family Facilitator 
 

For additional information, 

please visit our website at: 

www.fhfsela.org. 

The Mission of Families 
Helping Families of 

Southeast Louisiana is to 
enable and empower families 

of individuals with 
disabilities through an 
effective coordinated 
network of resources, 
support, and services. 

The Vision of Families Help-

ing Families of Southeast 

Louisiana is to ensure that 

all individuals with disabili-

ties have the opportunity to 

attend school, live, work, 

and recreate in their com-

munity with typical peers. 

 FHF of SELA is near its final preparation of opening our per-

manent office in Region One.  The new office is located at 4118 

Franklin Avenue, one block from Gentilly Boulevard, in New Or-

leans. 

 It has been a long and arduous process to open an office in 

Orleans Parish.  Volunteers spent all day on August 18th cleaning 

windows inside and out, scraping paint, pressure washing the 

outside of the building, and weed-eating and edging the lawn.  

Board members, their families, staff, and a staff member from 

FHF of GNO worked till they could go no more. 

 Our next step is to arrange for plaster repairs, which is not un-

common in an old New Orleans home.  And we are looking for-

ward to having volunteers 

from Kiwanis of Lakeside 

paint our offices and Dawn-

busters Kiwanis of Metairie 

build our ramp so the office 

will be accessible. 

 If anyone is interested in 

donating their expertise or 

time to help us get the office 

open, please feel free to con-

tact Carol Calix at 504-650-

2221 or ccalix@fhfsela.org. 

 We are thankful to Humanitas for letting us lease their space.  

We are thankful to the Louisiana Developmental Disabilities 

Council for providing funds to purchase computers, office furni-

ture, and equipment.  And we are especially thankful to Families 

Helping Families of Greater New Orleans for providing financial 

support to meet our payroll, secure our office lease, produce and 

mail our quarter newsletter, and for other expenses that we have 

had to incur prior to receiving contract funds. 

 This truly has been a team effort.  As we move forward with 

helping our region to recover from this nation’s greatest disaster, 

we are eager to get settled in our new office and provide quality 

services to families in Orleans, Plaquemines, and St. Bernard Par-

ishes. 

FHF of SELA’s New Office 

To Open Soon 

Families Helping Families of Southeast Louisiana will 

open it’s new office at 4118 Franklin Ave. , NOLA. 
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 The 7th Annual Inclusive Schools Week will be 

held December 3-7, 2007, to highlight the accom-

plishments of families, schools, and communities 

that have dedicated time, labor, and resources to pro-

moting inclusive education for all of the world's chil-

dren. This year's theme, "Lessons from the World: 

Including All Children," provides an opportunity to 

focus on both international accomplishments and on-

going challenges associated with changing global 

attitudes, practices, and policies toward better educa-

tional outcomes for students around the globe. Par-

ticipants will read stories, learn facts, discover re-

sources, and make connections with families and 

professionals around the world who are on a similar 

journey toward building more inclusive schools and 

communities for all children and youth. 

 Since its inception in 2001, Inclusive Schools 

Week has celebrated the progress that schools have 

made in providing a supportive and quality education 

to an increasingly diverse student population, includ-

ing students with disabilities and those from cultur-

ally and linguistically diverse backgrounds. The 

Week also provides an important opportunity for edu-

cators, students, and parents to discuss what else 

needs to be done in order to ensure that their schools 

continue to improve their ability to successfully edu-

cate all children. 

 The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and 

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) estimates that 

there are 140 million children in the world who do 

not attend school due to gender, disability, and/or 

socio-economic discrimination. Those who are at-

tending school are often not receiving a quality edu-

cation. This global realization underscores the inter-

national movement toward educating children who 

are marginalized in their communities due to disabil-

ity, gender, socio-economic status, cultural heritage, 

or language preference. Several prominent govern-

ment and philanthropic organizations, including 

Lessons From the World: Including All Children 
7th Annual Celebration of Inclusive Schools Week: Inclusive Schooling Around the World 

By Inclusiveschools.org 

UNESCO, the World Bank, and the Open Society 

Institute & Soros Foundations Network, are support-

ing projects that address inclusive education. By pro-

moting an international dialogue among people and 

organizations who are promoting inclusive educa-

tion, Inclusive Schools Week hopes to build bridges 

both in the United States and internationally toward a 

better world for our children. 

 Resources and information about international 

initiatives are currently available on our Web site: 

www.inclusiveschools.org. In the coming months, 

we will continue to update the site with stories, anec-

dotes, and inclusive practices from around the globe, 

and we welcome your suggestions for resources and 

content related to the international theme. An up-

dated Celebration Kit, including celebration ideas, 

lesson plans, a sample proclamation, and other publi-

cations and resources, will be released in the fall. For 

more information about the Week, visit 

www.inclusiveschools.org or email inclu-

siveschools@edc.org. Be sure to sign up for Inclu-

sive Schools Week News for regular updates about 

the Week, as well as other news and information re-

lated to building schools and communities that are 

welcoming of all children and youth. 

Do You Need FinancialDo You Need FinancialDo You Need FinancialDo You Need Financial    

Assistance toAssistance toAssistance toAssistance to    

Attend a Training or ConferenceAttend a Training or ConferenceAttend a Training or ConferenceAttend a Training or Conference    

    
The Louisiana Developmental Disabilities Council and Met-
ropolitan Human Services District provides Families Help-
ing Families of Southeast Louisiana with funds to help off-
set the cost of attending conferences and training for indi-
viduals with disabilities or their family members that live in 

Orleans, Plaquemines, and St. Bernard Parishes. 
 

 

To request financial assistance to attend a conference or 
training, please contact Carol Calix at 504-650-2221 or e-

mail ccalix@fhfsela.org. 
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“Inclusion = Everyone” 
Louisiana Developmental Disabilities Council 

2007 Inclusive Schools Art Contest 

 Today’s predictable wisdom wants us to fix a 

person with a disability. We need to find a cure and 

make them whole. Individuals with disabilities aren’t 

broken and don’t need to be fixed or cured. Society 

needs to accept the idea that a disability is just one 

characteristic that applies to a person, just like ones 

hair color, eye color or personality.   

 In order to change how society feels about indi-

viduals with disabilities we need to change old atti-

tudes and perceptions. These constitute the greatest 

obstacle facing people with disabilities. These barri-

ers may not always be visible, but it rears its ugly 

head across all environments and results in children 

and adults with disabilities being socially isolated, 

physically segregated, and excluded from the main-

stream of American society. 

 What will it take to ensure that the sacred words 

of our nation's Declaration of Independence apply to 

people with disabilities: "We hold these truths to be 

self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they 

are endowed by their Creator with certain unalien-

able Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and 

the pursuit of Happiness." 

(Continued from page 1) Disability Awareness Month 

 What will it take to ensure that people with dis-

abilities enjoy first-class citizenship and live real 

lives: being included, having friends, being self-

directed, enjoying both the rights and responsibilities 

of citizenship, and participating in and contributing 

to their communities? Our Founding Fathers were 

inspired to rebel, seeking freedom from the oppres-

sive past—the old ways of doing things. They em-

braced radical ideas and created a new nation. Isn't it 

time for us to do the same? 

 In recognition of National Inclusive Schools Week (December 3 – 7, 2007), the Louisiana Developmental 

Disabilities Council, in collaboration with the Governor’s Office of Disability Affairs, the Louisiana Depart-

ment of Education, Families Helping Families of Southwest Louisiana, and other organizations, is sponsoring 

a visual art and performance art contest reflecting the theme: Inclusion = Everyone. 

 Entries that illustrate or describe ideas related to the theme and inclusion of persons with disabilities will 

be accepted until 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 10, 2007. Winners will be presented with certificates 

from the Governor and their artwork will be displayed publicly. Information regarding the awards ceremony, 

display of artwork, and prizes will be announced later. The art contest brochure with the contest rules and reg-

istration form may be accessed at www.laddc.org. 

 Questions may be directed to Robbie Gray at 225-342-6803 or toll free at 800-450-8108 or via email at 

rgray@dhh.la.gov. 

2007 Louisiana State Autism Conference 
Foundations for the Future 

 

November 16-17, 2007 

Isle of Capri, Lake Charles, LA 

For more information, contact: 

 

Pat Giamanco at 800-955-3760 or 
pjmanco@cox.net 
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 For the first time, the U.S. Department of Educa-

tion has issued determination letters on implementa-

tion of the Individuals with Disabilities Education 

Act (IDEA) to each state education agency for Part B 

and to each lead agency for Part C.  The determina-

tions, required under the statute, are part of the ongo-

ing efforts to improve results for children and youth 

with disabilities. 

 As amended in 2004, the IDEA requires the Sec-

retary of Education to make an annual determination 

as to whether each state is meeting the requirements 

of the statute.  Under the IDEA each state is required 

to have in place a State Performance Plan (SPP) that 

evaluates the state’s efforts to implement the require-

ments and purposes of Parts B or C of the IDEA, and 

describes how the state will improve its implementa-

tion of these programs.  Each state must then submit 

an Annual Performance Report (APR) detailing its 

progress in meeting the targets it established in its 

SPP. 

 The Department approved states’ SPPs in 2006 

and States submitted their first APRs under the SPPs 

in February of 2007.  The letters the Department is-

sued announce and explain the first determinations 

made under these new requirements of the IDEA. 

 The IDEA details four categories for the Secre-

tary’s determination: (a) Meets the requirements and 

purposes of the IDEA, (b) Needs assistance in imple-

menting the requirements of the IDEA, (c) Needs 

intervention in implementing the requirements of the 

IDEA, and (d) Needs substantial intervention in im-

plementing the requirements of the IDEA. 

U.S. Department of Education Determination Letters 

On State Implementation of the IDEA 

 Data and criteria used to make determinations for 

each Part B and Part C program include the state’s 

APR, information obtained through monitoring vis-

its, and any other public information. The following 

factors were considered for each state’s determina-

tion under each program: 
 

• For each compliance indicator in the APR, 

whether the state: 

♦ Demonstrated compliance or that it corrected 

noncompliance in a timely manner, or 

♦ If it did not demonstrate compliance, none-

theless had made progress in ensuring com-

pliance over prior performance in that area. 

• For all indicators in the SPP and APR, whether 

the state provided valid and reliable FFY 2005 

data that reflected the measurement for the indi-

cator. 

• Whether the state had other IDEA compliance 

issues that had been identified in the Depart-

ment’s monitoring, audit or other activities, and 

the state’s progress in resolving those problems. 
 

 The IDEA identifies specific technical assistance 

or enforcement actions aligned with each of the de-

terminations, with the exception of “Meets Require-

ments” that the Department must take under specific 

circumstances.  These actions are consistent with the 

level of concern signaled by the determination, how-

ever, consistent with the IDEA, none of the enforce-

ment actions will be applied to states this year. 

Part B Annual Performance Report letters for each state can be found at: 

http://www.ed.gov/fund/data/report/idea/partbapr/index.html 

Part C Annual Performance Report letters for each state can be found at: 

http://www.ed.gov/fund/data/report/idea/partcapr/index.html 
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 If the word “bullying” makes you think of one 
child picking on another in the schoolyard, it may be 
time to update your image of this important problem. 
While such face-to-face harassment certainly still exists, 
new ways of bullying have emerged. With the prolifera-
tion of cell phones, instant messaging, social network-
ing websites such as MySpace, and other technologies, 
bullying has muscled its way into cyberspace. 

 Cyberbullying, as this new technological danger is 
called, may already have happened to your child. Ac-
cording to a study done by wiredsafety.org, 90 percent 
of middle-school students say they have been the vic-
tims of this new form of bullying. Perhaps more sober-
ing, only 15 percent of parents even know what cyber-
bullying is, according to another study by the group. 

 What is Cyberbullying? Cyberbullying is the use 
of technology to harass, hurt, embarrass, humiliate, or 
intimidate another person. It can be done anony-
mously, which makes it easy for one child to hurt an-
other and not be held accountable or see the impact of 
his or her actions. Because this technology reaches a 
wider audience than just the person who is targeted, its 
effects can be devastating. 

 Cyberbullies, like schoolyard bullies, look for tar-
gets who are vulnerable, socially isolated, and may not 

Is Your Child Being Bullied in Cyberspace? 
Excerpts reprinted with permission from The Pacesetter Newsletter, Fall 2007 Edition. 

understand social norms. Many children with disabili-
ties have these characteristics, and so they may be es-
pecially vulnerable to cyberbullying. 
 

Your 3-Step Plan to Protect Your Children From 
Cyberbullying 

1. Raise the topic of cyberbullying with your children. 

2. Set cyber safety rules. 

3. Know what your children are doing online. 
3 

 For a copy of this entire article, you can go to 
www.Pacer.org or call Families Helping Families of 
Southeast Louisiana at 504-650-2221 for a copy. For 
fun and exciting activities to address issues of bullying, 
visit www.PACERkidsagainstbullying.org. 

Bullying Prevention Awareness WeekBullying Prevention Awareness WeekBullying Prevention Awareness WeekBullying Prevention Awareness Week    

October 21 October 21 October 21 October 21 –––– 27, 2007 27, 2007 27, 2007 27, 2007    

Visit FHFGNO’s Library and Checkout  

Publications on Bullying 
 

Bullies Are a Pain in the Brain 

My Name Is Not Dummy 

Blue Cheese Breath and Stinky Feet 

Cliques, Phonies, & Other Baloney 

Asperger Syndrome and Bullying 

The Bully, the Bullied, and the Bystander 

Bullying at School 

Easing the Teasing 

 We have created a comprehensive booklet of services available in Louisiana for individuals with disabilities, begin-

ning with our youngest through our elder years. We have created three versions of the booklet (1) Children’s Services 

Edition: Services available to children birth through age 21, (2) Adult Services Edition: Waiver services and adult and 

elder services, and (3) All Services Edition: A combination of both editions listed above. 

 This booklet has information on the Office for Citizens with Developmental Disabilities; Early Steps, Early Childhood 

Supports and Services, Children’s Special Health Services, Early Periodic Screening and Diagnostic Testing Personal Care 

Services, Children’s Choice Waiver, New Opportunities Waiver, Supports Waiver, Louisiana Rehabilitation Services, 

Adult Protection Services for Individuals with Disabilities, Elderly and Disabled Adult Waiver, Long Term-Personal Care 

Services, Adult Day Health Care Waiver, Nursing Facilities Services, Elderly Protective Services, HIV/AIDS Case manage-

ment services, and a list of all of the Families Helping Families Centers statewide. 

 If you would like a copy or copies of this booklet call us at 504-650-2221 or email us at info@fhfsela.org.  Tell us 

which edition you prefer of the booklet. 

Louisiana Services for Individuals 
With Disabilities or Individuals Age 65 or Older 
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 WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The Department of Homeland Security's Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) has released a new reference guide that outlines existing legal requirements 
and standards relating to access for people with disabilities. A Reference Guide for Accommodating 
Individuals with Disabilities in the Provision of Disaster Mass Care, Housing and Human Services is 
the first of a series of disability-related guidelines to be produced by FEMA for disaster prepared-
ness and response planners and service providers at all levels. 

 

 "Federal law is very clear about accommodating people with disabilities in emergencies and dis-
asters. Everyone involved in emergency management needs to understand and know what their re-
sponsibilities are in preparedness, response and recovery operations," FEMA Administrator R. David 
Paulison said. "This Reference Guide is an important tool for emergency planners, responders and 
government agencies as they work toward meeting the needs of people affected by emergencies 
and disasters. FEMA is committed to ensuring that its programs and emergency operations meet the 
needs of people with disabilities." 

 

 The Reference Guide summarizes equal access requirements for people with disabilities within 
Disaster Mass Care, Housing, and Human Services functions. The Guide explains how applicable 
Federal laws relate to government entities and non-government, private sector and religious organi-
zations. A full copy of the Guide may be accessed at www.fema.gov/oer/reference. 

 

 The development and publication of the Reference Guide is the first step in meeting the require-
ment of Section 689 of the Post-Katrina Emergency Management Reform Act of 2006, [enacted in 
Title V of P.L. 109-295, DHS Appropriations Act of 2007], to develop disability related guidelines for 
use by those who serve individuals with disabilities in emergency preparedness and disaster relief. It 
is the beginning of a comprehensive initiative by FEMA to provide guidance for including persons 
with disabilities or other special needs in all areas of emergency management activities, including 
evacuation, housing, sheltering, transportation, and communications.  

 

 A Reference Guide for Accommodating Individuals with Disabilities in the Provision of Disaster 
Mass Care, Housing, and Human Services was developed by FEMA's Office of Equal Rights in coor-
dination with the members of the Interagency Coordinating Council on Emergency Preparedness 
and Individuals with Disabilities (ICC), led by the DHS Office for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties.  Con-
tributing agencies include the: Federal Communications Commission, United States Access Board, 
Department of Health and Human Services, Department of Housing and Urban Development, and 
Department of Justice. 
 

 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency coordinates the Federal government's role in preparing for, preventing, mitigating the effects of, re-
sponding to and recovering from all domestic disasters, whether natural or man-made, including acts of terror. 

Accommodating People With Disabilities In Disasters: 

A Reference Guide To Federal Law 
Release Date: August 21, 2007 
Release Number: HQ-07-169 
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Saturday, October 6, 2007 

 

Keeping Organized With Good Recordkeeping:  This workshop will 
assist you in understanding the importance of good organization skills 
and creating a system to keep your child’s school and medical records 

organized. 
 

Time:   10:00 a.m. – 12:00 Noon 
Location: Rosedale Library 
 4036 Jefferson Hwy., Jefferson 
Presenter:  Laura S. Nata 
To register, call: 504-888-9111 
 

Tuesday, October 9, 2007 

 

Keeping Organized With Good Recordkeeping:  This workshop will 
assist you in understanding the importance of good organization skills 
and creating a system to keep your child’s school and medical records 

organized. 
 

Time:   1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Location: United Methodist Church 
 837 Highway 23, Belle Chasse 
Presenter:  Jessie Blanchard 
To register, call: 504-888-9111 
 

Wednesday, October 17, 2007 

 

Financial Planning for Children with Disabilities’ Future:  A discussion 
of the impact of planning ahead financially and legally for your child 

with disabilities. 
 

Time:   10:00 a.m. – 12:00 Noon 
Location:   FHF of GNO, 201 Evans Rd. 
    Bldg. One, Ste. 100, Harahan 
Presenters:  Cynthia S. Thompson, CSNA, 
    Financial Advisor at Merrill Lynch 
    Michele Echols, J.D., L.L.M., M.B.A. 
    Gill & Echols, LLC Attorneys at Law 
To register, call: 504-888-9111 

 

Thursday, October 18, 2007 

 

Dealing With the School Yard Bully:  Is your child having problems 
with bullying at school?  Come learn what makes some children tar-
gets more than others and how to address bullying with your child’s 

school personnel. 
 

Time:   10:00 a.m. – 12:00 Noon 
Location:   Jefferson Parish Senior Center 
    4518 Jefferson Hwy., Jefferson 
Presenter:  Laura S. Nata 
To register, call: 504-888-9111 

 

Understanding the Early Intervention Special Education Process:  
Come learn about the Individual Family Service Plan, the IEP, and the 

system of early intervention services. 
 

Time:   12:00 Noon – 2:00 p.m. 
Location:   Plaquemines Community Care Center 
    8495 Highway 63, Belle Chase 
Presenter:  Lynne-Marie Ruckert, Region 1 SPOE 
To register, call: 504-650-2221 

 

Tuesday, October 23, 2007 

 

Special Needs Trust:  A common question among parents of children 

with disabilities is "What will happen to my child if something happens 

 to me?" The presenters would like to provide answers to that question 

by arming parents with information about Long-Term Care Insurance. 

The presenters also will discuss Long-Term Care policies and answer 
questions about ensuring the financial future of a child with a disabil-

ity's future should a parent become unable to do so. 
 

Time:   6:30 p.m..– 8:00 p.m. 

Location:   Plaquemines Community Center 

    8495 Highway 23, Belle Chase 

Presenters: Carl Mixon, State Farm Agent; Tommy Doussand, 

CPA; and Steven Hayes, Estate Planner 

To register, call: 504-650-2221 

 

Thursday, October 25, 2007 

 

Foundations for Life:  Are you a parent of a child with a disability?  Do 
you wonder about their future?  Come learn how to lay the foundation 
for a fulfilling life.  Think now about subjects that seem far away like 
transitioning into the workforce.  Building a life is like building a house; 

a sturdy house needs a solid foundation. 
 

Time:   10:00 a.m. – 12:00 Noon 
Location:   Westwego Library 
    635 4th St., Westwego 
Presenter:  Eddie Tebbe 
To register, call: 504-888-9111 

October 2007 

Calendar of Events 

S M T W T F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    
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Thursday, November 1, 2007 
 

Individualized Transition Planning (ITP): Life After High School:  The 
transition from high school to young adulthood is a critical stage for all 
teenagers.  For students with learning disabilities (LD), this stage re-
quires extra planning and goal setting. Factors to consider include 
post-secondary education, the development of career and vocational 

skills, as well as the ability to live independently. 
 

Time:   6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Location:   Westwego Library 

    635 Fourth St., Westwego 

Presenter:  Eddie Tebbe 

To register, call: 504-888-9111 

 

Wednesday, November 7, 2007 
 

IDEA: Understanding the I.E.P.:  This completely revised Individual-
ized Education Program (IEP) workshop explores new IEP require-
ments and components of IEP development, including evaluation, 
resolving disagreements, and an expanded section on writing measur-

able goals. 
 

Time:   6:30 p.m.– 8:00 p.m. 

Location: St. Bernard Red Cross Center 

 913 E. Judge Perez Dr., Chalmette 

Presenter:  Donnica Conway-Strawder 

To register, call: 504-650-2221 

 

Thursday, November 8, 2007 
 

What is ADD/ADHD and How Do I Know If My Child Has It?:  Learn 
what ADHD is, how it is diagnosed and what your child’s rights are in 

school. 
 

Time:   10:00 a.m. – 12:00 Noon 

Location: West Jefferson Hospital 

 Marrero Room, 1st Floor 

 1101 Medical Center Blvd., Marrero 

Presenter: Victor M. Sims, LCSW, West Jefferson Behavioral 

Medical Center 

To register, call: 504-888-9111 

Tuesday, November 13, 2007 
 

How to Prepare for a Job Interview:  It is hard to get a job.  Learn how 
you can convince an employer to take that chance to hire you.  Being 
well prepared for the interview can greatly increase your chances of 

getting a job.  
 

Time:   10:00 a.m. – 12:00 Noon 

Location: FHF of GNO, 201 Evans Rd. 

 Bldg. One, Suite 100, Harahan  

Presenters:  Ali Usey and Eddie Tebbe 

To register, call: 504-888-9111 

 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 
 

Access to Meaningful Employment:  Do you have a child with a disabil-
ity and are you puzzled by employment?  This training provides an 

overview on how you can work and keep your benefits. 
 

Time:   10:00 a.m. – 12:00 Noon 

Location: Jefferson Parish Senior Center 

 4518 Jefferson Hwy., Jefferson 

Presenter:  Danielle Payton 

To register, call: 504-888-9111 

 

Monday, November 19, 2007 
 

Inclusion 101:  This training will teach you the very basics of inclusion 

in the educational system. 
 

Time:   9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

Location: Children’s Hospital, Rm. 3020 

 200 Henry Clay Ave., New Orleans 

Presenter:  Jessie Blanchard 

To register, call: 504-888-9111 

 

Thursday, November 29, 2007 
 

Special Needs Trust:  (See description for October 23rd Special 

Needs Trust Workshop on p. 8.) 
 

Time:   6:30 p.m.– 8:00 p.m. 

Location: St. Bernard Red Cross Center 

 913 E. Judge Perez Dr., Chalmette 

Presenters: Carl Mixon, State Farm Agent; Tommy Doussand, 

CPA; and Steven Hayes, Estate Planner 

To register, call: 504-650-2221 

 

Friday, November 30, 2007 
 

How to Choose a Service Provider:  Choosing a service provider can 
sometimes be stressful.  Come hear about how to make this process a 
little less stressful and learn what important questions to ask prospec-

tive providers. 
 

Time:   1:00 p.m.– 3:00 p.m. 

Location: Westwego Library 

 635 Fourth St., Westwego 

Presenter:  Sue Roesky 

To register, call: 504-888-9111 

November 2007 

Calendar of Events 

S M T W T F S 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  
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Saturday, December 8, 2007 

 

Individualized Transition Planning (ITP): Life After High School:  The 
transition from high school to young adulthood is a critical stage for all 
teenagers.  For students with learning disabilities (LD), this stage re-
quires extra planning and goal setting. Factors to consider include 
post-secondary education, the development of career and vocational 

skills, as well as the ability to live independently. 
 

Time:   2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Location:   4118 Franklin Ave., New Orleans 

Presenter:  Donnica Conway-Strawder 

To register, call: 504-650-2221 
 
Tuesday, December 11, 2007 

 

Special Needs Trust:  A common question among parents of children 

with disabilities is "What will happen to my child if something happens 

 to me?" The presenters would like to provide answers to that question 

by arming parents with information about Long-Term Care Insurance. 

The presenters also will discuss Long Term Care policies and answer 
questions about ensuring a child with a disability's future should a 

parent become unable to do so. 
 

Time:   6:30 p.m.– 8:00 p.m. 

Location:   4118 Franklin Ave., New Orleans 

Presenters: Carl Mixon, State Farm Agent; Tommy Doussand, 

CPA; and Steven Hayes, Estate Planner 

To register, call: 504-650-2221 

 

December 20 – 31, 2007:  Families Helping Families of Greater New 

Orleans will be closed for the holidays. 

 

December 24 – 25, 2007 and December 31, 2007 – January 1, 

2008:  Families Helping Families of Southeast Louisiana is closed. 

December 2007 

Calendar of Events 

S M T W T F S 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!    

Families Helping Families ofFamilies Helping Families ofFamilies Helping Families ofFamilies Helping Families of    
Southeast LouisianaSoutheast LouisianaSoutheast LouisianaSoutheast Louisiana    

Open HouseOpen HouseOpen HouseOpen House    
 

 Come be our guest at our very first Open House/Holiday 
Party.  Come and see our new office space, including our lending 
library.  Meet our staff and join us for refreshments.  Stay for just a 

little while or stay the whole day! 
 

Date:  Thursday, December 6, 2007 

Time:  1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

Location: 4118 Franklin Ave., New Orleans 

 

Please R.S.V.P. at 504-650-2221 

Families Helping Families ofFamilies Helping Families ofFamilies Helping Families ofFamilies Helping Families of    
Greater New OrleansGreater New OrleansGreater New OrleansGreater New Orleans    

Open HouseOpen HouseOpen HouseOpen House    
 

Come be our guest at our Holiday Open House.  Come see our 
lending library, meet our staff, and join us for refreshments, arts 

and crafts, and door prizes.  
 

Date:   Saturday, December 15, 2007 

Time:   11:00 a.m. –  1:00 p.m. 

Location: FHF of GNO, 201 Evans Rd. 

 Bldg. One, Suite 100, Harahan 

 

Please R.S.V.P. at 504-888-9111 
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 Parents’ Night Out is an opportunity for Par-
ents ONLY to get together without their children 
to network with other parents about anything they 
want to discuss such as their child’s education, dis-
ability, or other issues. The event will be facilitated 
by a Families Helping Families staff 
person at local restaurants.  Everyone Everyone Everyone Everyone 
attending is responsible for their own attending is responsible for their own attending is responsible for their own attending is responsible for their own 
mealmealmealmeal. 
 The next Parents’ Night Out will 
be held on October 18, 2007 from 
6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Parkway Bakery, 532 
Hagan St., New OrleansNew OrleansNew OrleansNew Orleans, LA 70119.  The last time 
we scheduled an event at this location we were not 
aware that it was closed on Tuesday nights, there-
fore we are scheduling it on a Thursday.  Parkway 

Bakery serves po-boy sandwiches.  They accept 
cash, credit and debit cards. 
 November’s Parents’ Night Out will be held on 
November 15, 2007 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
at the Café Roma, 3358 Paris Road in ChalmetteChalmetteChalmetteChalmette, 
LA.  Café Roma serves pizza, salads, sandwiches 
and pasta dishes.  They accept cash, credit and 
debit cards. 
 We would like to schedule an event in Plaque-
mines Parish in January.  Suggestions from the resi-
dents of Plaquemines Plaquemines Plaquemines Plaquemines are welcomed. 
 If you plan to attend, please R.S.V.P at 504-
650-2221 no later than 4:00 p.m. the day of the 
Parents’ Night Out you are planning to at-
tend.  Your R.S.V.P. is important so we can plan 
accordingly and reserve enough tables.  

Families Helping Families Parents’ Night Out 

 October is National Disability Employment Awareness Month.  For the fourth year in a row this na-
tional event will be commemorated by holding job fairs for persons with disabilities throughout the state.  
The job fair for our community will be held in Metairie on Thursday, October 18, 2007, from 10:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. at the Main Branch of the Jefferson Parish Public Library at 4747 West Napoleon Avenue in 
Metairie. 
 The job fairs are being coordinated by Louisiana Business Leadership Network and sponsored by the 
Medicaid Purchase Plan for workers with disabilities through its federal Medicaid Infrastructure Grant.  
Each local event is being conducted by many agencies, organizations, groups, and businesses, including 
Families Helping Families, Chambers of Commerce, Louisiana Rehabilitation Services, and Louisiana Depart-
ment of Labor. 
 Louisiana wants to spotlight the talents and skills of people with disabilities who are job-ready and 
looking for work.  In the past three years, more than 4,200 job seekers were connected with 525 busi-
nesses across the state. 
 Louisiana Job Fairs are open to the general public, but we are bringing businesses to the job fairs 
knowing that persons with disabilities who are job-ready will be attending and looking for employment 
opportunities.  The job fairs are designed to give persons with disabilities full access to employers in one 
location to help them find jobs.  People with disabilities are our largest minority and also our largest num-
ber of unemployed. 
 If you have a disability and are looking for a job, join us at the 2007 Louisiana Job Fairs for people 
with disabilities.  For more information check the website www.lbln.org or contact Eddie Tebbe at Families 
Helping Families of Greater New Orleans, 504-888-9111, ext. 207 or via e-mail at etebbe@fhfgno.org. 

Louisiana Job Fairs 
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 The Spina Bifida Association of Greater New 
Orleans (SBAGNO) will be conducting their Ghost 

Bowl on October 21, 2007. 

 
 Come join us and have some fun as we raise 
money and awareness of Spina Bifida and im-
prove the lives of those who live with Spina Bi-

fida. 

 
 

When:When:When:When:  October 21, 2007 
 

Time:Time:Time:Time:  1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

Where:Where:Where:Where: Colonial Bowling Center 

 6601 Jefferson Hwy. 

 Harahan, LA 70123 

 
 

 There are openings for 24 teams with 4 to 6 
members per team bowling for 3 hours. Ask your 
family and friends to sponsor you to bowl by us-
ing a pledge form to collect at least $50 per 
team member. Prizes will be awarded for the in-
dividual and team who raise the most money. 
SBAGNO is also looking for bowlers or volunteers 

to help the day of the Bowl-A-Thon. 

 
 To receive a Ghost Bowl brochure, send your 
mailing address to: Al Hitt at alhitt@bellsouth.net 
with “Ghost Bowl” typed in the subject line. If 
you have any questions or need more informa-

tion, please call Al Hitt at 985-209-1554. 

GHOSTGHOSTGHOSTGHOST    

    

    

    
    

October 21, 2007October 21, 2007October 21, 2007October 21, 2007 

Louisiana 

Disability Summit 
October 23 – 26, 2007 

Alexandria, LA 

The Power of Three:The Power of Three:The Power of Three:The Power of Three:    
Partnerships for Better Community Living 

People � Their Families � Support Services 

 

 An historic event will take place at the Alex-
ander Fulton Inn (formerly Holiday Inn) in Al-
exandria, Louisiana from October 23 - 26, 2007.  
Fifteen different organizations concerned with 
enhancing the quality of life for individuals with 
developmental disabilities in Louisiana have 
chosen to come together this year and share their 
knowledge, expertise, and stories in partnering 
with each other to build better communities for 
all. 
 

 Over 500 people will assemble together to 
participate in this exceptional opportunity, and 
we want you to be a part of this groundbreaking 
event.  By bringing together the many voices in 
our organizations dedicated to this cause, we will 
learn from one another’s collaborative tech-
niques and strategies to improve the quality of 
community life for all people. 
 

 For more information contact Hilda Trahan 
at 337-478-2299, ext. 19. 

Tell the Council What You Think! 

The Louisiana Developmental Disabilities Network (the De-

velopmental Disabilities Council, the Advocacy Center, and 

the Human Development Center) requests your input to 

assist them with their annual planning process. 
 

Go to http://www.laddc.org/survey/tell-think-survey.php 

and complete the online survey or to print and return the 

PDF version of the survey. 



Fall 2007 Page 13 The Deep South 

 

Down Syndrome Association 

of Greater New Orleans 
 

5th
 Annual Buddy Walk 

 

Sunday, October 28, 2007 

 
 

LaSalle Park next to Zephyr Stadium 

6600 Airline Drive, Metairie 
 

Registration opens at 7:30 a.m. 

Walk begins at 9:00 a.m. 
 

MUSIC � FOOD � DOOR PRIZES 

Children’s Activities – Games 
 

For more information, contact DSAGNO at: 
 

504-251-8953 or visit www.dsagno.org 

NNNNOWOWOWOW R R R RECRUITINGECRUITINGECRUITINGECRUITING    

FORFORFORFOR    

PPPPARENTARENTARENTARENT L L L LEADERSHIPEADERSHIPEADERSHIPEADERSHIP T T T TRAININGRAININGRAININGRAINING C C C CLASSESLASSESLASSESLASSES    
 

Louisiana State Improvement Grant 2 and Families Help-

ing Families of Greater New Orleans and Southeast Louisi-

ana will be hosting a variety of Parent Leadership Classes 

for the upcoming school year.  These classes include top-

ics on how to be an active team member on school teams, 

how to successfully resolve conflicts, understanding posi-

tive behavior supports, negotiation skills, and other topics 

of interest to parents wanting to become more involved in 

school improvement.  If you have a child that attends a 

Jefferson or Plaquemines Parish Jefferson or Plaquemines Parish Jefferson or Plaquemines Parish Jefferson or Plaquemines Parish school and are interested 

in participating in these trainings or learn more about 

them, please contact: 
 

Jefferson Parish 

Sue Roesky at 504-888-9111 or sroesky@fhfgno.org 
 

Plaquemines Parish 

Anne Templet at 504-650-2221 or atemplet@fhfsela.org 
 

If you would like to be more involved in the school improve-

ment team at your child’s school, contact your school prin-

cipal or school improvement team chairperson.  A school 

improvement team isn’t complete without a parent. 

Free library services are available to any Louisiana resident who is unable to read standard print materials due 
to a permanent or temporary visual or physical disability. Books and magazines in large print, Braille and re-
corded cassettes as well as descriptive videos are loaned to people of all ages who cannot read because they are 
visually impaired, legally blind, reading-disabled or unable to hold a book or turn pages. To learn more about 

qualifying conditions and eligibility go to: 
 

http://www.state.lib.la.us/VisImpaired/visimp_dyn_templ.cfm?doc_id=135#According_to_the_Library_of_Congress_National_Library 
 

There is no cost to the user for postage, shipping or the repair and maintenance of special equipment needed to 
play the recorded cassettes. Services are also available to schools with eligible students and to institutions with 

eligible patients, clients or residents. 

Over 65,000 titles on a broad range of subjects, both fiction and non-fiction can be borrowed. Louisiana Sum-
mer Reading Program materials and Louisiana Young Readers' Choice Award titles are also available in alter-
nate formats for young people ages four through 18. The Louisiana Voices Audio Book Production Pro-
gram records Louisiana-related books and magazines on special format audiocassette tapes for distribution to 
users registered for Special Services for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Volunteer narrators and audio 
technicians produce audio books of local and regional interest in the Louisiana Voices studio located at the 

State Library of Louisiana. 

Services for the Blind andServices for the Blind andServices for the Blind andServices for the Blind and    

Physically HandicappedPhysically HandicappedPhysically HandicappedPhysically Handicapped 
Telephone: (225) 342-0035 or Toll-free: (800) 543-4702 

Fax: (225) 342-6817 
Email: sbph@state.lib.la.us 
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Take and Go Emergency Take and Go Emergency Take and Go Emergency Take and Go Emergency 

Book AvailableBook AvailableBook AvailableBook Available    

This document is once again avail-This document is once again avail-This document is once again avail-This document is once again avail-

able in two formats, 8.5” x 11” stan-able in two formats, 8.5” x 11” stan-able in two formats, 8.5” x 11” stan-able in two formats, 8.5” x 11” stan-

dard size or pocket size.  To get a dard size or pocket size.  To get a dard size or pocket size.  To get a dard size or pocket size.  To get a 

copy of either size, you can call our copy of either size, you can call our copy of either size, you can call our copy of either size, you can call our 

office at 504office at 504office at 504office at 504----650650650650----2221 or email us 2221 or email us 2221 or email us 2221 or email us 

at info@fhfsela.org.at info@fhfsela.org.at info@fhfsela.org.at info@fhfsela.org.    

Be Prepared:Be Prepared:Be Prepared:Be Prepared:    

Getting Your MedsGetting Your MedsGetting Your MedsGetting Your Meds    
 

Are you prepared for a severe pub-
lic health emergency? Many people 
stock up on water, bread, and 
canned goods, but forget about 
their medication. Rx Response has 
developed a tool to help you pre-
pare for your medication needs 
during a severe public health emer-

gency. 

 

To print a Medication Wallet Card 
go to http://www.rxresponse.org/
web/guest/medcard. After you an-
swer a few questions, this tool will 
help you to prepare fully for a se-
vere public health emergency by 
generating a wallet-size card with 
vital information—including the 
medications you take regularly and 
any medication allergies you’ll 
need to watch out for during a se-
vere public health emergency. You 
should store a hard copy in a safe 
place, and perhaps send a copy to 
a trusted friend or relative outside 
your geographic area for use as a 
reference should the need arise. 

 The Department of Health and Hospitals is sponsoring an extensive 

outreach campaign throughout Louisiana as part of its annual Back-to-

School health insurance enrollment drive.  Statewide efforts will focus 

on informing the public about the availability of public health coverage 

for uninsured children through the Louisiana Children’s Health Insur-

ance Program and Medicaid.   

 LaCHIP provides Louisiana families with low to moderate incomes 

the opportunity to secure excellent health coverage for their children at 

little or no cost.  The program is available to uninsured Louisiana Chil-

dren under 18 in families with an income at 200% of the Federal Pov-

erty Level or lower.  This means a family of four can earn a monthly 

income of $3,442 and still qualify for LaCHIP coverage.   

 Act 407 of the 2007 Louisiana Legislative Session expanded La-

CHIP eligibility to include families that earn up to 300% of the Federal 

Poverty Level.  The higher income level of LaCHIP will be available 

later this year, and families in this range will be expected to pay an af-

fordable premium.  

 LaCHIP covers doctor office visits, hospitalization, prescription 

drugs, dental, vision, hearing, lab work, x-rays, emergency room, emer-

gency transportation, mental health, and more.   

 Unlike Medicaid, the LaCHIP application is only one page in length.  

To receive a LaCHIP application, please call Families Helping Families 

of Southeast Louisiana at 504-650-2221. 

 Have you seen the new IRS Publication 3966, Living and working with Dis-
abilities?  This brochure is a part of a series offered free that presents basic infor-
mation about existing tax credits and benefits that may be available to qualifying 
taxpayers with disabilities, parent of children with disabilities, and businesses or 
other entities wishing to accommodate persons with disabilities. Any question?  
Simply call 1-800-829-1040 or access the IRS web page at www.irs.gov to view this 
important information.  

Louisiana Children’s  

Health Insurance Program (LaCHIP) 

Urges Parents to Make Insurance a  

Back-to-School Priority 

Tax Benefits for Those LivingTax Benefits for Those LivingTax Benefits for Those LivingTax Benefits for Those Living    
and Working With Disabilitiesand Working With Disabilitiesand Working With Disabilitiesand Working With Disabilities    
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Donate to 

Families Helping Families 

of Southeast Louisiana 

 What if Families Helping Families of Southeast Louisi-
ana earned a penny every time you searched the Inter-
net? Well, now we can! 
 Families Helping Families of Southeast Louisiana is now 
registered on GoodSearch, as seen in OPRAH Maga-
zine, ABC News, The New York Times, Wall Street 
Journal, USA Today, and Fortune.  Every time some-
one uses GoodSearch to search the Internet, we will 
receive a direct donation. This is an amazing new op-
portunity to raise money everyday at no cost to us or 
our supporters. 
 GoodSearch.com is a new search engine that do-
nates ad revenue, about a penny per search, to the 
charity its users designate. Use it just like any search 
engine, and it’s powered by Yahoo!, so you get the 
same great results. 
 So go to GoodSearch.com and enter Families Help-
ing Families of Southeast Louisiana as the organization you 
want to support. Just 500 of us searching four times a 
day will raise about $7,300 in a year without anyone 
spending a dime! Please spread the word! 
 Get started right now and download the Good-
Search toolbar at: www.goodsearch.com/toolbars.aspx  
and support Families Helping Families of Southeast Louisi-
ana! 

Search the Internet and SupportSearch the Internet and SupportSearch the Internet and SupportSearch the Internet and Support    

Families Helping FamiliesFamilies Helping FamiliesFamilies Helping FamiliesFamilies Helping Families    

of Southeast Louisianaof Southeast Louisianaof Southeast Louisianaof Southeast Louisiana    

ATTENTION 
 

Parents/Guardians of Children 

Who Have an Autism Diagnosis 
 

The Advocacy Center is interested in advocating for more services 
for children who have an autism diagnosis.  To do so, they are 
conducting a survey to gather more information about available 

services. 
 

If you are interested in participating in the survey, contact: 
 

Lori Foreman at the Advocacy Center 

800-822-0210, ext. 19 or 337-3150043 

lforeman@advocacyla.org 

 Families Helping Families of Southeast Louisiana 
(FHF of SELA) is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization 
that relies on donations to meet the needs of our 
agency’s mission.  You can help FHF of SELA help 
individuals with disabilities by making your tax deducti-
ble donation for any amount you wish. 
 Consider making a donation in honor of a special 
occasion, in memory of a loved one, to thank a special 
person, or to simply show your support for FHF of 
GNO and the work it does for individuals with dis-
abilities.  When you make a donation, you are support-
ing an organization that promotes a better life and fu-
ture for individuals with disabilities and their families. 
 

How to Make a Tax Deductible Donation 
 

 You have several options to make a donation. 
♦ Mail a check to Families Helping Families of South-
east Louisiana, 4118 Franklin Ave., New Orleans, LA 
70122. 

♦ Designate Families Helping Families of Southeast 
Louisiana on your United Way donation form on the 
“other” line.  You also can ask your employer about 
matching gifts.  Many employers are now matching 
employee gifts, which means double the money. 

 

 Once we receive your donation, you will receive a 
letter from us acknowledging your donation and giving 
you our tax identification number for income tax pur-
poses. 
 

 If you have any questions regarding donating to FHF of 
SELA, please contact Carol Calix at 504-650-2221 or e-mail 
at ccalix@fhfsela.org. 

Project PROMPT Online Training 
 

 Need more information about the education of children with 
disabilities but don't want to leave your home to get it?  PROMPT is 
offering our free, online classes, as close as your computer.  Regis-

ter by going to: 

http://projectprompt.webex.com 

Remember, there is NO “www” in front, just: 
projectprompt.webex.com 



Fall 2007 Page 16 The Deep South 

 

201 Evans Road, Building 1, Suite 100 

Harahan, Louisiana   70123 

Phone: 504-650-2221 

Fax: 504-888-0246 

E-mail: info@fhfsela.org 

Web:  www.fhfsela.org 

of Southeast Louisianaof Southeast Louisianaof Southeast Louisianaof Southeast Louisiana    

Non Profit Org. 
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This newsletter is printed in part through a grant from the  

Louisiana Developmental Disabilities Council and Metropolitan Human Services District.. 

 What is LaDisability Talk?  An e-

mail talk list from Project Prompt/Families 

Helping Families of GNO to help families 

of people with disabilities and their advo-

cates in Louisiana share information, re-

sources, and support. 

 What’s a talk list?  It is a way for e-

mail users to be in a group with others who 

have similar interests.   

 Who should join?  Parents of children 

with disabilities, self-advocates, and advo-

cates for people with disabilities in Louisi-

ana. 

 How do I join?  Just send an e-mail 

to:  fhfprompter@yahoo.com or LaDisabil-

ityTalk-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 

 Does it cost anything?  No, it’s com-

pletely free! 

LaDisability TalkLaDisability TalkLaDisability TalkLaDisability Talk    

A Statewide Talk ListA Statewide Talk ListA Statewide Talk ListA Statewide Talk List    

 Louisiana Together Educating All 

Children (LaTEACH) is a grass root net-

work of individuals that believe all children 

should have the opportunity to be educated 

with their typical peers in a typical class-

room.   

 "LaTEACH 

promotes appropri-

ate, inclusive educa-

tion for all students. 

We work to make 

parents, educators, 

the general public, 

and state leadership 

informed and sup-

portive of research based and effective 

practices used appropriately for each stu-

dent."  

 If you are interested in learning more 

about LaTEACH or joining LaTEACH, 

please call Families Helping Families of 

Southeast Louisiana at 504-650-2221 

Still Waiting for Waiver Services? 

Join LaCAN NOW! 

 LaCAN (Louisiana Citizens for Action 

Now) is a statewide grassroots network of 

individuals and families who have worked 

together since 1988 advocating for a system 

that supports individuals to live in their 

own homes rather than having to move to a 

facility to receive needed services.  Specifi-

cally, they have advocated for implementa-

tion of Louisiana’s Community and Family 

Support System Plan.   

 Regional LaCAN teams include indi-

viduals with disabilities and parents.  For 

additional information or to join LaCAN 

please contact us at 504-650-2221. 


